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FROM THE PRINCIPAL-MR. CARSTENS
Even though I’m not seeing many leaves budding on our trees, the longer days can only mean
one thing: summer is just around the corner! Which of course means the end to another
school year. This year has definitely been a memorable one with the roll out of our Student
Led Ed Camps with kids leading their peers through different activities that interest them. It is
truly an activity that gives them a choice of everything they do at school during our early release days. This is a culture that we want to foster here at Nikiski Middle/High School: one
where any student can step up and serve in a leadership position with their peers; truly a life
skill that will serve them well throughout their lives.
The end of the year also means that we have some good byes to say. The following staff members will be moving on and we appreciate all the time and effort they gave to our students:
Clyde Swaby: CTE Teacher
Ross Tulloch: 6th Science
Caroline Willis: Special Education – IN
Samantha Pizzuto: Library Aide
Of course with any good byes, we will also have some hellos! The following staff members will
be joining us for the 2018-19 school year:
Kathy Hamilton: Special Education – IN
Becky Stratton-Cooper: Special Education – Resource
Rustin Hitchcock: MS Social Studies (half time)
We still have a position or two to fill this spring depending on where the state and borough
land on funding. We will keep everyone apprised of the situation as we work through the
process.
Finally, it really has been a great year this year. I want to point out how much of a giving, supportive community we live in. Our senior center opened up their doors for our students to
have prom. The swimming pool allowed a student to set up an Ed Camp and bring 30 students
in on two different occasions. Last, but not least, we had many of our local businesses provide
food and goodies to all of our staff during teacher appreciation week. A huge thank you to
Tree House, Charlie’s Angels, PTSA and the many parents who provided appreciation lunches
and breakfasts throughout the week. I feel blessed to work in such a wonderful community!
Until next year…Have a great summer and get outside to enjoy all our great state has to offer!

VICE PRINCIPAL—MR. BOSTIC
Opportunity Awaits
As we finish the 2017-2018 school year strong and begin to
prepare for the opportunities that are before us, now is a
great time to be a part of the NMHS family. The NNS 5th
grade students visited NMHS on April 26th for their Step-Up
Day to get to know their new school. The students were able
to share the community and school activities that they are
currently connected with and how it makes them and their
community a better place. The students were encouraged to
take advantage of the academic, social, athletic, and service opportunities that NMHS and the Nikiski community offer. The
middle school student council provided the students with a
tour of NMHS. Parents of 5th grade students were welcomed
to NMHS on the evening of the 26th to learn about their
child’s transition to middle school. They were excited about
the differentiated level of opportunities and the quality of the
staff that will be teaching their children. I am excited to see
what the class of 2025 will accomplish and I know their legacy
will be built on solid citizenship and scholarship. As time continues to fly by, I wanted to say thank you to the graduating
class of 2018 for all that they have done for NMHS and the
Nikiski Community. They are a high performing and wellrounded group who I hope will one day return to Nikiski to
continue to build a strong and vibrant community.

MR. HOOPER - ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Spring sports are in full swing! Our teams are enjoying this beautiful weather after a chilly end of April. We have been playing soccer outside and running on our
track for a few weeks now. Our soccer teams are in the midst of playing 7 games
over a span of 12 days. Our track team has recorded the fasted times in Division
2 in the 4 x 100m relay and 4 x 200m relay. Ian Johnson has the farthest discus
throw in division 2 and Jack Sullenger the longest long jump of anyone in the state
in any division. On the girl’s side Kaitlyn Johnson has the 2nd farthest discus
throw in Division 2 and In the long jump Destiny Martin has the 2 longest jump
and Bailey Epperheimer has the 4th longest jump in Division 2. Middle School
football camp is also in full swing.
Go Dogs!!!

MR. DOTH - MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE/AERIAL VIDEO
B113 is raging on during this last stretch of the school year. Biology students are dissecting amphibians and mammals, comparing morphology, and learning about trends within our living world. Final
exams are almost here so make sure to stay on top of your studies. I’m happy to report that the
dart frogs in our room are thriving and have fully adapted to their environments. Its been a long
road, but one well worth it. Thanks to all who have helped build, clean, feed, and test these high
tech habitats!
Physics students are also moving along as they explore the laws governing out entire universe. Life
without Issac Newton would be one without understanding, one without the deep knowledge we
are gaining. The kids in 113 are finding this out through a series of complex labs and activities. Everyone has bounced a ball around and seen it move; but not everyone has really explored the laws
governing its movement and forces. I am so proud of these students who are brave enough to unlock the mysteries of physics.
Drones class is soaring and creating with technology. Youtube videos, Ted Talks, and more seem to
be evoloving every day. Check out the front TV screen in the commons for some of the best of the
best. Winners of each semester of the TOP GUN award will be flying across the Inlet with me this
summer to really put the drones to work. More to come faithful readers! Have a great summer vacation and be safe!

MRS. ZIMMERMAN-MS SOCIAL STUDIES/L ANG ARTS
Wow, it does not seem like summer vacation should be right around the corner, but it is!
In 6th grade Language Arts, our focus continues on DOL gr ammar pr actice as well as our Spelling
Word of the Day. We finished up our Oral Book Reports the week of May 7!
In 7th grade World History, we ar e studying Ancient Indian Civilizations.
In 8th American History, students need to be studying for their history FINAL. This includes infor mation from sections 3.5 to 4.7. Students should have their notes, KUDs & homework assignments to help
them study.
We are gearing up for the BIG middle school camping trip May 21 & 22. We’ve been talking to students
about this celebration since the beginning of the year.
In order for a student to qualify s/he needs ALL of the following:
70% or higher in ALL classes ALL year
NO in school or out of school suspensions
NO more than 2 office referrals
It has been an honor and privilege teaching your students this year. I sincerely hope you all have a wonderfully relaxing summer. I will see you next school year! I might even have some of you in class, but if not, do
not forget to stop in to say ‘hi.’

MS. VRANIAK-MATH/COMPUTER PROGRAMING
One of the most exciting things that happened this quarter was that Rudy, our classroom bearded
dragon, has moved into his new enclosure! This enclosure is special because making it happen was a
school effort, led by Mr. Doth! A student in the engineering class designed the tank using engineering
software. Then, the woodshop class cut the parts and put the frame together. Finally, Mr. Doth and
some of his students designed the inside to look like Rudy’s natural habitat, and for optimal thermoregulation. I think it is so cool that multiple classes came together to collaborate on this project
and make it come to life! Rudy and I both love his new home!
In other news, Computer Programming students are now learning how to program and design websites using the language HTML and CSS styling. So far, they have learned how to change font styles,
spacing, and color as well as how to embed links and images into a website. They have been working
hard to learn all of the programming syntax and soon will have a finished website of their own! Other computer programming students have begun programming using Raspberry Pi motherboards!

MR. SMITH—MS MATH/ BUSINESS MATH/ ALGEBRA
4th quarter has come and gone very quickly for me. My wife, Jaden, and I welcomed our second son, Owen Micah, into the world on March 9th. I took 3 weeks
to be with baby Owen and help Jaden out at home. We are loving our growing
family and it is a blast being a dad to two incredible boys. Since I’ve been back at
school, my business class has finished up their semester long business plan and will
wrap up the year with a “Shark Tank” project on investing, entrepreneurship, and
business analysis. My middle school math classes are about to finish their curriculum and we will finish the year with a mathematician research project. We have
been able to do some cool labs on probability and geometry in middle school
math as well. I’ve really enjoyed my 2nd year here at NMHS and look forward to
summer adventures with my family, an upcoming football season, and then another
great year coming up in the 2018-2019 school year.

MRS. SINGER—US HISTORY/ SPANISH 1 & 2
As the year is drawing to a close, Nikiski Spanish is finishing strong! The students,
who are organized into “familias,” will be doing a final presentation for the school.
Each familia will present information on a Spanish speaking country, its culture, foods,
and customs. The cultural fair will include Latino dances, sports, crafts, and games.
The students will also use the year’s vocabulary to describe their experiences in learning Spanish. I am proud to say that each student can now hold a complete conversation in Spanish. Nikiski HS has become bi-lingual!
US History is currently finishing our studies of WWII. The students have been working
hard to understand the social, economic, and cultural impacts both WWI and WWII
had on the United States. In particular, the class has worked collaboratively in exploring primary sources and first-hand accounts of history. This has given the students a
personal look into the events that shaped our world. Additionally, the class has focused on correlating historical events to modern day practices and policies. The students are aiming to finish the year discovering pivotal changes in US History, such as
the Cold War Era, that have led to the United States’ role in the modern world.

MR. NELSON - PHYSICAL TRAINING/HEALTH/ MS P.E.
We have been staying busy and getting fit in Physical Training this semester! Kids have been steadily working
towards their fitness goals; we will be testing on those shortly, so ask your kids how it’s going.
Middle school PE has been a blast. We are currently in the middle of a soccer unit, and have gone through a
few others including badminton and handball. I wasn’t sure how having an all-boys PE class was going to work,
but it’s been a really great experience for everyone.
Spring is always the most fun in Health class, as teenagers get antsy and we cover topics like human reproduction. We have also covered Social, Emotional, and Mental health, Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drugs, as well as a
few other topics. We have had a variety of projects over the course of the semester, and the kids have
rocked them.
It’s going to end fast! Finish strong and have a great summer!

MS. NIEMCZYK-MIDDLE SCHOOL L ANGUAGE ARTS
6th Grade Language Arts: It has been a busy year in 6th grade. We just finished up our second read aloud
for this semester—The Graveyard Book. I love to read to kids and am grateful that this group of kids enjoy
being read too! We’ve covered idioms, similes, metaphors, grammar, parts of speech, punctuation, and how
to put it all together in our writing. They have rolled dice for story plot elements, described pictures without
naming the object itself, created fictional stories based off of song lyrics, and read, read, read! The final book
report of the year—a Timeline Book Report—is due next week. It has been a fabulous year and I am excited
that I will have them all again next year! Thank you for sharing your kids with me. I hope you have a safe and
wonderful summer!
7th Grade Language Arts: I’d like to take this opportunity to say what a privilege and pleasure it has been
to teach your children this past year, and I look forward to having them back in my classroom in August.
Currently in 7th grade Language Arts, students are completing our class read aloud Long Way Down. On the
writing side of things, students like to jump in and start writing a story before they have figured out the setting, climax, and most importantly, the ending. To help them improve their writing, we are practicing planning
by working through the writing process. This helps students develop life-long writing skills. It is an enjoyable
way to end our year. The last few weeks of the school year are flying by and are jam packed with the Middle
School Celebration Camping trip, spring sports, and football camp. I hope you all have a wonderful and safe
summer.
8th Grade Language Arts: When we came back from Spring Break and I introduced our last unit of
study—Narratives, the kids were a little skeptical about writing their own original TED Talk. It seemed like a
daunting task that many students did not think they were capable of doing. Now that we are wrapping up the
project, that attitude has shifted and kids are finding the task to be not only manageable but fun. If you haven’t heard the topic for your child’s speech, please ask him or her—they love to talk and share their varied
ideas. I am extremely proud of how the students have stepped up to the challenge. It has been my privilege
and pleasure to teach your children this past year. I have had the majority of these kids for two years now,
and it is a little bittersweet knowing that I won’t have them in class next year. I hope you all have a wonderful
and safe summer.

MRS. JENNESS - HIGH SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS / YEARBOOK
Yearbooks are here and they look fantastic! If you see a
yearbooker, congratulate them on all their hard work. If
your student bought a yearbook ahead of time they can
pick it up in the office. We also have books available for
purchase in the office. They are $65.

MR. JACKSON -SPECIAL EDUCATION
Co-teaching an 11th/12th grade Language Arts class with Mrs. Jenness this year has offered many opportunities.
One of them, specifically catering to the seniors, but equally usable and applicable to juniors as well, was a unit on
workplace safety. Half of this class is on the cusp of entering a new
phase in their life, the other half is not far behind them. What better than
work related unit to wrap up the school year. We started by looking at
the history of our country and appreciating the hard work and hours upon hours that so many people gave in order to build the infrastructure
that made our country what it is today. One of the pictures that really
gives a great visual in the difference between then and now is the laborers eating lunch over New York City. No scaffolding, no safety wires,
no harness, just their own balance.
A few of the areas we looked at were the commercial fishing, what
the lumber industry does, local oilfield work, and meat packing plants.
In the early 1900's Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle, an early investigative piece that was written to "Hit America in
the heart, but instead it hit the stomach", according to Sinclair. We read excerpts describing how the food was handled at the turn of the century, and reading that did indeed, 112 years later, still hit your student right in the stomach.
Safety has come a long ways in the food industry.
Another issue we looked into was OSHA. What is it? Why was there a need for it? And what does it do for the
average American worker? Many students were surprised to find out that there are so many regulations about nearly
every aspect of working conditions. There were also some that had never heard of OSHA and were able to recall
some of the working conditions they've observed and question if that particular instance maybe was out of compliance in some area.
Lastly we asked the juniors and seniors to reflect in a round table discussion among themselves how there educational experience has both supported and prepared them for what they are about to go into, and how they feel or perceive school to have let them down. Surprisingly, they had a fair amount to say on both topics. Most students agreed
that public school has done a good job teaching them to work in groups and communicate with each other on projects, even peers that they may not normally choose to associate with.
As far as preparing them for adult life, many had a difficult time seeing how the core general education classes
will be beneficial to them. For the most part, they felt like they would benefit from classes that would prepare them
more for the adult world, such as taxes, paying bills and setting up accounts with different utility vendors, etc. There
was a general consensus that there would be a real benefit to having a class that teaches how to check your oil,
changing a spare tire, basic car and home maintenance. I proposed that the classes they have taken set them up to be
able to effectively adult once the time arose that they were required to do so. We were fortunate to have two different foreign exchange students in this class. Their perspective was very different than the American student's. It was
real interesting to watch as most of the students listened to the stark contrast between what they have always known
of an education system and what the cultural differences were from Kazakhstan and Georgia. I appreciated that
those two students were able to discuss and explain many differences and their opinion of American education.
As Thomas Paine said,
"These are the times that try men's souls."
He wasn't addressing graduating seniors, but it fits nonetheless. The times ahead will be filled with many times; trying times, fun times, memorable times, and learning times. They will try your soul, but you can come out of it a better person.
Congratulations class of 2018. Go out and do your thing.

MR. BAILEY—QUEST/MS GEOGRAPHY
Middle School Quest & 6th Geography:
A good portion of 4th quarter middle school Quest has been engaged in 3 different activities – Stock Market
Game challenge, Middle School Math Meet, and a Mock Trial. In addition, some students finished previous
independent projects, created new project challenges, or completed various reasoning/logic problems
throughout the quarter.
For the Stock Market Game challenge, all Quest students made investment decisions in January, creating a
diversified portfolio of purchases with pretend $100,000. The stock market proved to be quite volatile the
first couple months of the year, so initial investments often declined in value. Over the course of the last
month or so, some of the students’ portfolios bounced back from their initial losses and made overall
gains. Trista Apted was the top performing student at Nikiski Middle/High and had a portfolio placing her 9th
in the state (middle school level)!

A talented group of 7th/8th graders practiced for and represented Nikiski Middle/High at the annual district
“Middle School Math Meet” at Homer Middle in April (see photo). Out of roughly 110 students participating,
Braeden Porter advanced to the top 12 “Countdown Round”, and Celina Martinez was part of a 4th place
award winning team. Definitely a wide assortment of mathematic problem solving took place before and during the meet.
Finally, the students prepared for and conducted a middle school ‘Mock Trial’, presenting their cases to a jury
of high school students. Whereas some students prepared opening and closing statements, others assisted
with witness testimony or courtroom tasks. Participants were afforded the opportunity to practice or experience the skills associated with public speaking, improvising, and persuasive arguments.
The 6th grade geography class completed a large unit on the continent of Africa during the 4th quarter, as well
as regularly working on atlas assignment and Junior Scholastic assignments, debates, or map questions. One
of the main projects of 4th quarter has been individual student country projects, where students had to find
required information on their selected country and then present their information in a choice of either a
technology presentation or a creative product of their choice/ design. By the time all presentations have been
completed, students will have learned more about 30 different countries from around the world. I wish all
my 6th grade geography students all the best as they move on to 7th grade and beyond!

MR.KORNSTAD —CAD-CAM/MS WELDING
Hello from the Industrial Arts Center! We are excited to be working on a new course that we hope to get
approval to offer during the 2nd semester of 2018-19. It will be a production & marketing course where students can design, produce and market their own creative ideas to customers. We are definitely still in the
preliminary planning stages and there are a few key questions that need to be answered, but we are very excited about the prospect of connecting our students’ creativity and hard work with the community and other
potential customers as well. If you are interested in hiring our Industrial Arts Center for a project, contact
the school and let’s get it moving forward! Here is our first draft of a rough course outline for a possible Production & Marketing course:
In this course students work both as individuals and as a part of a team to design, produce, market and sell
products to customers.
There are 2 parts to this course:

Students develop their individual plan for a product(s) that they will produce and how they will sell it to a
customer(s). This will include activities such as: advertising plans, cost analysis, engineering expertise
analysis, timeline planning, delivery methods, transaction plans, and more.
Students work as a part of a team to develop a plan for a product(s) that their team will design, produce,
market, and sell to a customer(s). Again, this will include very similar activities to the ones listed
above.
Students will leave this course with:
* An understanding of how to connect their creative ideas with potential customers to produce income.
Career & technical skills to turn their creative ideas into quality, marketable products that have real potential to attract customers.
An introduction to, and experience with connecting their products to marketing platforms such as
Google, Amazon, and eBay.

MR. SWABY - WOODSHOP / WELDING / STAGECRAFT
It has been a wonderful year working with all of the staff and
students. This year I made one of the hardest decisions, I have
had to make, and that is to resign from this wonderful position
and move down south with my family. Nikiski will always be in
my heart and I will be in touch from time to time.
I have learned a lot this year as an educator. I have been working
with Mr. K in the CAD CAM shop and have started to learn how
to run the machines and do the programming. Working with the
counselor on a few projects. Made some custom projects for Mr.
Doth. The biggest project was Mary Poppins. Building the set,
having never built a set for stagecraft before, was a challenge. I
have always built projects to be seen up close, so it was hard to
let a lot of the detail be in the background for a change. I am
very happy with the projects that have been produced by our students this year. We do really have some amazing and talented
people in our community and hope the CTE and Arts programs
do nothing but grow.

MR. PORTER—HIGH SCHOOL MATH
We are just wrapping up trigonometry in Geometry. Our Algebra class this year has
had a lot of fun. They have blasted ahead to quadratics, getting farther than any algebra 1 class I have ever had. Pre-Calc is starting an end of year project that should
turn out to be a lot of fun. Our Advanced Algebra class continues to make progress
and is just about to finish up the probability lesson. I would just like to end the year
and say that it has been a real pleasure working with this group of kids this year. We
have had our challenges but I guess it comes down to this… Math is the only subject
that you can “count” on.

MRS. BARROWS— MS SPECIAL EDUCATION/ READING
I cannot believe I am writing the last newsletter of the school year!! This year has
flown by! It’s been an awesome year in B215. My students have made awesome progress in their reading and writing skills. We are finishing up the Language! curriculum
and testing and will soon see just how much progress has been made.
As we go into summer, please remember that it is important for your children to
continue reading and writing daily, even a magazine article and a journal would help
fight the summer setback. Thank you for sharing your children with me, I’ve fully enjoyed the last year at Nikiski Middle High School and I’m already looking forward to
connecting with these kids again in the fall!

MRS. HONUNG-SCIENCE
As we finish up the school year, it’s important to remember to finish strong. I remember running
the 400 meter in high school and coming around the last curve wishing I could just stop but knowing that
I couldn’t. Once that finish line was in sight, I could usually find a bit more energy to finish the race and
pick up the pace. Finishing the fourth quarter feels the same way to us all, however it’s important to
give it one more push and finish out the year giving our best.

I’m happy to report that both of my math classes have done just that. All students made improvements as measured by EdPerformance testing. Most students gained over 100 points while some gained
as much as 400 points! WOW kids that shows that hard work pays off. My science classes are also still
working hard. The Physics class is getting geared up to launch rockets for a mixed-aged STEM project.
They will team up with Mr. Doth’s 8th grade physical science class to calculate the motion of rockets and
predict where they will land when launched at different angles. My sophomore physical sciences classes
will be making homopolar motors and studying for their final exam.
It’s been a school year full of innovation and excitement for learning, so finish strong kids!!

MR. MORIN—BIOLOGY
The end of another school year has arrived. The students in my science classes did well
over the course of the school year and are ALMOST done. There are a few tasks left for
students to complete in my classes, so I ask parents to encourage their child to finish
strong and stay focused all the way to the end of the school year. There will be plenty of
celebrations and recognitions in which we will participate, but stopping before the end of
the finish line will result in disappointing consequences. Final notebook checks, final exams,
finishing reports and completing labs are a few of the activities we will be engaged in up to
the last day of school.

MS. BOYLE-READ 180/INTERVENTION
We are reading a book Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. This modern realistic story is
one of many novels read during this class. It tells about a young girls struggle to find her identity when after the loss of her father and a wealthy lifestyle. She had to move and become a
worker. Trying to hold on to tradition and survive, Esperanza is
able to become mature and change throughout the process
and understanding of others. Students will be able to identify
with the conflicts of trying to fit in and how our experiences
shape who we are. At the end of the book, students will be
asked to complete a project in which they will incorporate
some personal ideas in a creative venue. We will be making
yarn dolls, which will also encompass the traditional aspects of
the story as well.
Students are also encouraged to read and discuss books,
newspapers, and /or magazines at home. The more a student
reads, the more his/her vocabulary will increase. Students have
been taking several assessments to verify that they have been
properly placed in the core classes that meet their diverse needs as learners, while challenging
their minds. Students in this class have improved reading comprehension scores closing gaps
averaging over two years.

MS. WIDMAN -ART

MR. ANDERS - MIDDLE SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION
There is a lot happening at Nikiski Middle/High School in Physical Education for grades
6-8. The snow is gone and we are getting out more and more. Our softball unit is in full swing,
and we are using our track. So far this quarter our classes have participated in track and field
events such as the 4x100 meter relay, 1600 meter run, and 100-meter dash. Other spring activities include Native Youth Olympics and the end-of-year fitness testing. We are continuing our
weekly strength and conditioning workouts and weekly mile runs. Students are also participating
in a variety of team and cooperative games throughout each week. Students are reminded to
have a sweatshirt or light jacket on hand for cooler days.
GO BULLDOGS!!

MS. DILLON - BAND/CHOIR/MUSICAL THEATER
Hello Music Lovers!
The end of our year so far has been wonderful! After our excellent showings this quarter at High School Mass Band, Middle
School Mass Band and Middle School Mass Choir I have never been more proud of our students! They performed well and were so incredibly kind, on task, and enthusiastic!
We have been working hard and are getting ready for our next band and choir concert of 2018, Our 2 nd annual Music Department Variety Show! Our performance on May 15th at 7 PM is sure to be an outstanding tour of popular music, full of great soloists, small
groups, and the whole music department together! The show costs $5 for an individual or $15 for a whole family!
It has been a great school year and I’m so excited for the students at this school to be building such an amazing music program
together. I am so proud of and amazed by the dedication and artistry of these lovely students. They have collectively performed in 10
performances this year and each one has topped the last! Our school has had the honor of participating in music at the state and borough levels. Katerina Sinenko was selected to sing in the All State Honor Treble Choir. Treasa Cooper, Alecia Bridges, and Joseph
Mcleod participated in Borough Honor Choir. Katelyn Moore was selected to play Bari Sax in Honor Band and is the first student to
attend that festival from our school in many years. Hannah Young on trumpet and Halie Oskolkoff on French horn were 1 st alternates
for Honor Band. I am very proud of their hard work and invite you to join me in congratulating these excellent young musicians.
I am very pleased and excited to announce that next year we have the wonderful addition of a 6 th grade choir that is sure to
bring a new element of musical knowledge and performance to our school. I am so excited to bring this fun, exciting and unique class to
our 6th graders! I am also incredibly fortunate to be at a school, and surrounded by colleagues and community, that embraces the musical performing arts. Thank you for the opportunity to work with so many young voices and for supporting our music program!
Have a wonderfully musical day!

MR. ERNST - STUDY SKILLS / FRESHMAN ALTERNATIVE CLASSES
Study Skills:
My Study Skills students are working hard every class to keep their grades up and find academic success in school.
Families can keep up to date on the progress of the classes of their children by using PowerSchool or Canvas on
their home computers.
Alternative Algebra:
Mark Smith and I teach this standards based math course out in the Portable #2. The freshman that we have
this year are doing a fantastic job producing evidence of their mastery of the state standards in mathematics, and
it looks like they will all be able to successfully transition back to the regular curriculum for their sophomore year
at the same level or above that of their regular education peers!
Alternative LA 9 — Alternative Life Science
This is a great hybrid freshman class that combines the skills of writing and close reading that are the subject of
language arts with the scientific information and investigative skills of life science. We are working on developing
vocabulary knowledge to enhance close reading while learning how to write in a variety of forms and for many
purposes. Throughout the semester we have been working on Language Arts standards through the IXL computer platform Currently we are working on the research writing form in LA 9 and in Life Science we are reviewing mitosis, studying meiosis and learning about natural selection.

MR. BJORKMAN - MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES
7th Grade:
Recently students have been learning about Greece and Rome as civilizations who laid the principal ideological foundation for the Renaissance and our American Democracy. As we study Rome, students are learning about many ancient
institutions that were the examples for modern day government bodies. Students are becoming able to recognize the
core democratic values of free Romans and relate those ideas to modern times.
9th Grade:
Students have been learning about territorial Alaska and Alaska’s state government and its effects. Students are working
on a research project based on a topic of their choice about an event that had a large impact on making Alaska into
what it is today.
10th Grade:
Students have been studying imperialism across the globe
and measuring how the world trades goods, information and
people. Recently, I had the pleasure of having two exchange
students appear on the radio with me. They did an excellent
job as ambassadors of our school and their country.
11th Grade:
Students have been exploring topics of the 1920s and 30s through self-directed projects and learning. They are doing a
great job of taking ownership and responsibility of their learning and finding out some amazing things about themselves
as well as the history of our nation.

MR. TULLOCH - MS EARTH SCIENCE/ MS P.E./ HEALTH
6th Grade Earth Science is wrapping up a great semester of learning about the Earth and how the physical
processes are all interconnected. The pinnacle of the semester was the volcano project. I was truly blown
away by all the projects and the creativity of our students. We are spending lots of time learning about water and how it has influenced the earth through soil formation, weathering, oceans, rivers, and glaciers.
In MS Girls’ PE, we have learned a few new skills including badminton, Frisbee, soccer, and yes, even basketball. Dodgeball and other games have kept us busy as well. I have enjoyed teaching this class and have enjoyed the opportunities to learn new PE games and skills.
Health has covered a wide array of topics this semester including nutrition, mental illnesses, drug abuse, and
various aspects of personal health. We have spent a lot of time learning about the assumptions we have that
drive our decision making processes.
I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching here this year, but regret to say I am leaving the state to pursue other
avenues. I am thankful for the opportunity to teach your kids and to share this past year with them!

MS. WILLIS - SPECIAL EDUCATION
I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching your children and I appreciate all the communication that has
helped make this year so successful. I cannot thank you enough for the joy each of your children have given
me this year. Working at NMHS has been an incredible experience. The staff and administrations here at
NMHS truly care for the students they educate every day. I see this in the Ed Camp initiative practiced during
early release days. Student passion for Ed Camps gave way to a plethora of extra curriculum activities which
created relationships around shared values. Combined this with leaderships skills and hands-on learning, Ed
Camps let students be creative and figure out real-world problems alongside their peers and teachers. The
growth of each student cannot not always be measured in the gradebooks, but by the relationships they have
developed. I wish each student success and relaxation during this summer break.

COUNSELOR’S CORNER—MS. GAUNT
We are very excited to share that this spring, the Nikiski Middle/High School Counseling Department launched a career-exploration and job-readiness initiative called
Workforce Wednesday (WFW). WFW is designed to expose students to a variety of
post-secondary options while introducing them to day-to-day components of the
world of work. WFW strives to make the middle and high school experience as relevant as possible for our students by helping them connect what they are learning now
to their future goals. In order to do this, each WFW features a guest speaker, many
of whom graduated from NMHS, who presents about their career and the paths that
they’ve taken to get there. To date, we have featured 8 different career presentations
including an interior designer, a realtor, a corrections officer, an HSE advisor, an instrumentation technician, a news anchor, a pre-school director and a published cookbook author. We have had incredible interest and participation from our students! In
fact, on average, we have about 100 students attending WFW each week with over
half or our student population electing to get involved! We have found that WFW is
opening the minds of our students while helping us to build valuable relationships
with local professionals and businesses. We are excited to keep this program going
next fall!
Here are some photos from our most recent Workforce Wednesday event featuring
KTVA News Anchor, and Nikiski grad, Megan Mazurek!

FINALS TESTING SCHEDULE
Seniors:
Tuesday, May 15—Testing Periods 1 & 6
Wednesday, May 16—Testing Periods 2 & 7
Thursday, May 17—Testing Periods 3 & 4
Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors:
Thursday, May 17—Testing Periods 3 & 4
Monday, May 21—Testing Periods 2 & 7
Tuesday, May 22—Testing Periods 1 & 6
Wednesday, May 23
—High School Awards Assembly 8:25 a.m.
—Middle School Awards Assembly 10:35 a.m.

New Student Registration for 2018-2019
Friday, August 10 & Monday August 13

YEARBOOKS ON SALE!
$65—BUY NOW!
Available at the front office.
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I M P O RTA N T DAT E S TO R E M E M B E R
May 15

Pops Concert & Variety Show

7:00 p.m.

May 17

Senior Awards Night

7:00 p.m.

May 17—19

Region Soccer Meet @ Soldotna

TBA

May 18—19

Region Track Meet @ Houston

10:00 a.m.

May 25—26

State Track Meet

10:00 a.m.

Graduation
May 23 - 7:00 p.m.

