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FROM THE PRINCIPAL - MR. CARSTENS
As we start to wind down the school year at Nikiski Middle/High School, it is always a time where
we can reflect on everything that has happened. It was a year of celebrations, both academically
and through activities, and of course a year to say good bye to some of our long time staff members. Here is a glimpse of the highlights:

OFFICE INFO:



Our high school football team placed second at state after falling in one of the most epic football games in Alaska high school history to Eielson, 55-51.
The high school volleyball team fought to a 4th place finish at the state tournament, making
them the highest place winner for a true public school. Only two private schools and a
boarding school placed ahead of them.



We received a legislative grant to upgrade our playing surface in the commons. Mike
Chenault was able to support our school in this endeavor.
Our vocational department wrote and received a grant to purchase a $30,000+ laser engraver/
cutter for our school. Students are producing a student generated and designed project
to be sold at a local business with 100% of the proceeds donated back to our school.

Jake Doth, our MS science teacher, was recognized as a BP Teacher of Excellence; one of only
four teachers selected on the Kenai Peninsula. He is also still in the running for the BP
Teacher of the Year honor.
Paul Johnson, career and technical education (CTE) teacher, was selected as our district’s
CTE teacher of the year.

We also have a couple of good byes to say at the conclusion of the school year.
Bill Thompson has decided to retire at the conclusion of the school year. After 20+ years in
our district, Bill will be sorely missed in our classroom and as a coach.
Bob Bird will be working as an adjunct faculty at KPC and private tutor for high school students. This time he really is retiring after over 40 years of teaching.
After a very successful year here, Barry Hartman will be transferring to the workforce development center in Kenai. We will miss Barry, but we wish him luck.
Overall it has been a great year out north. I hope you all have an absolutely fantastic summer and
I can’t wait to see those smiling faces in August!

Dan Carstens
Principal
Nikiski Middle/High School

BUS

PASSES:

Students planning on
riding a different bus
should bring a note
from their parents/
guardians to the front
office. This should be
done PRIOR (before
school/lunch) to the
end of the school day.

We had two individual high school state wrestling champions crowned at the state tournament in December.

Our high school girls basketball team made a triumphant return to the state tournament,
playing all three days, winning two games, and placing 4th overall.

&

TARDIES: If your
child has been absent
from
school or is
coming in late
remember to send a
note or call the school
to excuse his or her
absence.

In a great beginning to the school year, NMHS and NNS combined to bring in a national expert on differentiation, Cindy Strickland, to put on a great learning experience for our
staffs.

The middle school girls basketball and volleyball teams repeated as borough champions for
the first time in our school’s history; the middle school boys basketball team also won
boroughs capping off an extremely successful middle school sports season.

ABSENCES



POWER SCHOOL:
Remember to sign up
for Power School.
This is a great way to
keep track of your
student’s grades and
attendance as well as
keep up with school
news through the daily
bulletin. If you =have
any questions or
problems please call
the office staff at 7769400.

VICE PRINCIPAL - MR. BOSTIC
Feeling Connected and Finding Success at NMHS
As a parent, you want your child to do well in school. You also want your child to be
healthy and avoid behaviors that are risky or harmful. Through your guidance and
support, you can have great influence on your child’s health and learning. But you also have important allies in this effort—athletics and activities at NMHS.
Research shows that students who feel a genuine sense of belonging at school are
more likely to do well in school, stay in school, and make healthy choices. This sense
of belonging is often described as school connectedness. NMHS students who are involved in extracurricular activities have the opportunity for increased connectedness.
A few areas to look at getting involved in:
Musical Theatre
KPBSD Alaska Construction Academy
Dance Troupe
Student Council

Yearbook
Native Youth Leadership
Debate
Athletics
Manager for Athletic Team
PTSA – Torch Club
And many more….
Exposure to a wide variety of activities contributes to learning in fun and nonstressful ways. Don't force your child to excel, but let him enjoy many new experiences. Help them set realistic goals and celebrate the small achievements. With each
success, you'll see your child gain confidence that will spill over into other areas of
his life.
Plan ahead for the 2015-2016 now and get involved!

MR. BAILEY - QUEST/SIXTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
Mr. Bailey – Quest & 6th Social Studies
Nikiski Quest students have been engaged in a variety of pursuits, competitions, and challenges which provide an outlet for their creativity
or their exploration of new knowledge and skills. Like the first semester, students chose their projects or goals from an assortment of
differentiated options, and worked to establish their own individual schedules and project contracts which they would be responsible for
fulfilling.
Several students chose to pursue film projects, with their goals ranging from live-action stories, to stop-motion projects, and even a submission for the ‘Young Scientist Challenge’ national contest. Whether it was the challenge of trying to direct others in live-action scenes,
the complexity involved in clay stop-motion digital picture ‘action’, or the process of creating an innovative solution to a community problem, the students discovered new hurdles and solutions for the inevitable problems which accompanied such projects. *Jakobee Anderson,
America Jeffreys, Jaylen Uhls, Savannah Ley, and Emilee Braun also submitted film projects into the KPBSD Film Festival and all had their
movies selected by a film jury to be shown at the festival (from over 35 entries). Jakobee, America, Savannah, and Emilee attended the Film
Festival in Soldotna and Jakobee Anderson’s “Matrix Parody” film was awarded 3rd place overall in the intermediate category!
Besides film projects, other students chose to do research presentations to share with classes through advanced Movie Maker, Power
Point, or Prezi technology shows. A couple sixth graders completed and submitted their entry into the “Exploravision” program
(innovative thinking and writing contest), and several students tackled challenging Hidoku reasoning puzzles (where numbers 1-400 must be
placed accurately in a complete, interconnected grid). In addition, all students have been preparing for a Mock Trial they’ll present to a jury
of their peers, with students writing and editing their opening and closing statements, as well as preparing witness and cross-examination
questions. A trip to the Kenai Courthouse is also in the works. The power of persuasive language and leading questions are skills that
student lawyers on both sides are developing in preparation for the big mock trial day!
6th grade social studies class shifted their focus geographically to Asia and Australia earlier this semester, and currently are exploring the
geography and culture of Africa. After Africa, students will have the opportunity to select a country for an end-of-year research project
and presentation. Students will have the chance to present their research in a variety of options, whichever suits their learning style and
interests the most! In addition to Africa and country projects, the class will also continue to learn about key geography principles and
practice their map reading skills by completing weekly geography questions. We’ll also be continuing our weekly exploration of global,
national, and local current events via ‘Junior Scholastic’ articles, as well as classroom discussions and debates. The 6th grade class has been
an enjoyable group this year, and I know they’re excited about moving up to 7 th next year!

MRS. BROWN - MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH
Middle School News
Full Year Celebration Camping Trip is planned
As is tradition, the middle school students who are eligible will earn a 2 day overnight campout to
Hidden Lake Campground. To be eligible, students need to have maintained a ‘C’ average or above
for all 4 end of quarter grades this school year. The campout is scheduled for May 18th-19th. Because the campout is prior to the official end of Quarter 4, there will be eligibility checks for Quarter
4 beginning at the Quarter 4 mid-quarter which is April 20th. Quarter 4 grades will continue to be
observed and eligible students will be notified if they have lost their eligibility due to their quarter 4
grades.
Students who are eligible will begin meeting during homeroom and will form camping groups. The
groups will decide which campmate will be responsible for packing the group equipment such as:
camp stoves, tent, firewood, food. Students will also be responsible for providing their own personal
camp gear such as a sleeping bag and appropriate clothing. Please start having conversations about
eligibility and camp equipment. Watch for information to come home with eligible students at the
end of April. Any questions, please contact Breta Brown at 776-9444.

MR.BROWN - STUDY SKILLS
Spring Temperatures Are Up And So Are Grades!
We have had a great 2nd Semester! My 1st and 6th hour study skills classes have made some great
progress this year. One of my main goals is to not only teach students good study skills, but to exemplify how those skills could help them in life.
Each Tuesday, my class sends home a postcard addressed to their parents. On the card, they
have outlined their current grade and percentages. This gives parents a quick snapshot of how their
child is doing in their classes. Many of my students don’t have home computers, thus, rendering
PowerSchool ineffective for many working parents. I was surprised to have the students so committed to consistently sending the cards home. On several occasions, when I would walk in my
classroom, the kids would already be at their computer, accessing PowerSchool and completing
their post cards. Again, we set up a solid routine, the kids bought in, and now it is an automatic response!
The same can be said in life. Once you establish a positive routine (exercising, paying bills on
the same day, eating healthy foods…), it becomes a positive life skill. The kids in study skills classes
have established a great study skills routine. I only hope that some of those skills translate themselves into their lives.
Dave Brown

MR. ZIMMERMAN - SPANISH / AP HISTORY
I would like to remind all of my Spanish students and parents just how important it is to keep up on your Spanish. Frequent practice over the summer
will allow those Spanish I students to pick right up where they left off when
they transition into Spanish II. There is truly a wealth of opportunities to be
exposed to just a little bit of Spanish each day through television and the internet.
Changing subjects, because we are on a two year schedule, I will not be
teaching Advance Placement U.S. History next year, but the goal is to offer it
again the following year. The AP U.S. History exam is less than a month away
and will be taking place on Friday, May 8th. Proper planning and studying will
increase the chance of your son or daughter being successful. It has been a
pretty intense year in AP U.S. History as both students and I were giving it a
go for the 1st time. Good luck to all on the exam, remember…..STRIVE FOR
A FIVE!

Mr. HARTMAN - WELDING
3rd quarter whizzed by and was a complete success! Returning students worked their way through AVTEC’s structural welding check off list. This includes 6010 and 7018 flat,
horizontal, and vertical multi-pass “T” joints, beveled butt
joints with a backing strap and open root butt joints. It’s
encouraging to see the progress from the first time they
struck an arc to where they are now. With the school year
winding down it’s project time. Time to be creative and use
the skills they’ve learned thus far.
13 welders took part in the regional Skills USA welding
competition at Kenai high school and represented Nikiski
well!
Over a dozen students took part in a tour of
AVTEC in Seward at the end of February. We
toured most of the facilities with an emphasis on
the welding shop. It was great for students to
see that they are practicing the same joints as
one of the most renowned welding schools in the
state.
Lastly, an after school welding academy completed an aluminum snow machine trailer AND
started another one. They should be proud of
the end result.

MRS. BARROWS - MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE
Students in Language Fundamentals levels A & B have been working hard all year on improving their
reading skills. They have increased their skills on an average of one grade level in reading. Many have already made
what is expected to be a full year’s growth. In class we have been working on improving reading fluency and comprehension as well as grammar and writing. Toward the end of the 4th quarter, after the Language! curriculum is
finished, we will be focusing more on improving writing skills, while continuing to work on reading.
Students are encouraged to continue to read and discuss books, newspapers, or magazines- even during
the summer! This will help to build vocabulary and make them stronger readers.

MR. DOTH - MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE
The action is heating up in middle school science right now despite the weather outside. The
7th grade classes are making sense of our planet’s kingdoms of living things…….all of them. Soon
they will be able to categorize and place every single living thing in the world into its proper place!
This is no small task that’s for sure. Student explorations will include comparative anatomy, specimen classification, and the infamous dissection of the frog and of the fetal pig. Our goal for the rest
of the quarter is to finish up the year with the study of genetics. This could prove to be the most
challenging of all our sections so hold on tight faithful readers and start your summer vacation early!
Physical science for 8th graders is deep into the study of the atom. We plan to continue with our
chemistry units until the end of the year. Our goal is to finish early so we can finish the last 10 days
of school with a series of engineering challenges. These challenges will be of epic proportions and
will seek to find the very best builders of all the 8th grade class. More to come so stay tuned into
what's shakin’ down in B113.
Best Fishes,
J. Doth

MRS. ZIMMERMAN - SIXTH GRADE
Wow, it does not seem like summer vacation should be right around the corner, but it is!
In 6th grade Language Arts, our focus continues to be on writing. This quarter’s genre is
narratives. Mrs. Hornung and I are venturing into an interdisciplinary unit on Alaska animals.
Students chose an Alaskan animal to research and have been researching for the past 2 weeks.
This project focuses on animal adaptation due to humans, and pollution. Students have been
putting their information in outline form, and have started brainstorming for their narratives.
Students will be using the same information for another project in Mrs. Hornung’s science class.
Instead of weekly DOL sentences, students now have a Grammar Handbook which we work on
daily. It focuses on the same types of lessons DOL does.
In 6th grade Social Studies, our focus continues to be on current events and daily geography.
Students have brought in a lot of current events happening in our world today and we discuss the
facts, their opinions and possible solutions. Our Africa test is scheduled for April 14. The last
continent we will be studying this year is Antarctica.
We are gearing up for the BIG middle school camping trip May 18 & 19. We’ve been talking to
students about this celebration since the beginning of the year.
In order for a student to qualify s/he needs ALL of the following:
70% or higher in ALL classes ALL year
NO in school or out of school suspensions
NO more than 2 office referrals
It has been an honor and privilege teaching your students this year. I sincerely hope you all have
a wonderfully relaxing summer. I will see you next school year! I might even have some of you in
7th grade LA, but if not, don’t forget to stop in to say ‘hi.’

MRS. HORNUNG - SIXTH GRADE
Thank you Nikiski for a wonderful first year. As I write this I can’t believe it’s almost over. My sixth graders are, one by one, turning into seventh graders. Before I let them go on however, I have a lot more to
teach them. The science classes will be working to put all of what they’ve learned this year into practice.
We are working on a final unit in which they will be investigating how our climate is changing, who is to
blame, and how nature is adapting to these changes. Mrs. Zimmerman and I have teamed up to allow the
students to research characteristics of a polar animal and how each animal is adapting to a changing climate. This research will be used for a narrative for language arts and also for a final project in science.
In addition to the research they are doing, they will also be a part of some STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics) projects which Mr. Doth and I have been working on. Mr. Doth and I have
teamed up to create some design challenges where teams of students are asked to engineer something.
They are given criteria and constraints for each design. An example is the bridge building design challenge I
piloted this week. Student were asked to build a bridge out of only four pieces of standard sized paper.
The bridge which could hold the most weight won. I ended up with a three -way tie for first. These students
were able to build a bridge that held 262 washers without breaking. Not bad, huh?
I have absolutely enjoyed this year of teaching and am very excited about the future of this school and the
energetic students I will be working with. I look forward to meeting next year’s sixth graders at the end of
the month and also to next year’s math and science activities. Thank you again for a great year Nikiski!

MS. NIEMCZYK - MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS
7th grade Language Arts:
I cannot believe how quickly this year has gone by. Fourth quarter is all about creative writing: imaginative plots,
descriptive details, and interesting characters. Now that the AMP testing is behind us, we will be reading a variety
of short stories and the students will be writing their own stories and narratives. In early May, LA and Science team
up wth an assignment in which students create an animal that can survive in specific conditions. This is a narrative
paper that they work on in both classes. I cannot wait to see what unusual creatures this group of kids create.
Just a reminder that students have their 4th quarter book reports due May 4th. In case your student hasn’t mentioned it, we are done with KBARs (Kick Back And Read), but that does not mean they shouldn’t be reading! Please
encourage your student to be reading throughout the week and ask them how they are doing on their book reports.

8th Grade Language Arts:
Fourth quarter focuses on narrative or story writing. The students are writing books. When I introduced the assignment the first day, the kids were a little trepidatious, but now that we are into the actual writing process, it does
not seem so overwhelming. The Writer’s Workshop format of our classroom is ideal for this assignment. Students have between 120 and 150 minutes of writing time in class each week. There will be times when they will be
working on their books out side of class, especially as we edit and revise sections. The best part of this assignment
is that the subject matter, story setting, and creative aspects are all entirely determined by each student. The number one rule for their books is that a student must write about a topic that interests him or her. I have enjoyed
conferencing with them and hearing the wide range of creative story plots.
Fourth quarter book reports are coming due May 4th. Kids should be reading 30 minutes outside of class two or
three times a week to not only complete their reading letters, but to also ensure they are making adequate progress
with their reading. As always, we continue to read in class and develop analytical reading and thinking skill/
strategies.

MR. HOOPER - ALTHETIC DIRECTOR
Athletic Director
Spring sports are ramping up! Our Soccer teams have been practicing outside for a
full week now and are having the opportunity to get in more games over a longer portion of their season than usual due to the crazy weather and with the help of many of
our opponents having turf fields to play on. Our teams are getting ready for our first
ever soccer trip to Kodiak, which recently added a soccer program.
Our track teams have all 8 lanes of the track clear of snow and ice. We are over a
month ahead of normal. Being able to practice on the track will benefit our athletes as
the season progresses. In the past we have had relay teams that had never been able to
practice handoffs on our track before the region meet .

MRS. DILLON - BAND/CHOIR
Hello Music Lovers!
This semester so far has been wonderful! We have been working hard and are finishing the
year strong. Before I fill you in on our future performances I’d like to tell you how awesome Q 3
turned out! Seven of our students proudly represented our school and community at UAA Winterfest singing as members in a 100 student choir. The trip was such a success. I’m hoping to make it a
yearly field trip and even expand it to bring along members of our band! Next, our High School Choir
represented us very well at High School Mass Choir. I was impressed with their professionalism and
their dedication to the concert. We rocked the house with our version of Oh Happy Day! and joined
in with all the choirs in our district to put on a great choral concert.
Coming up this quarter we have our Middle School Mass Choir at the Renee C Henderson Auditorium in Kenai April 21st at 6PM. We have our Mass Band Festival in which our Concert Band will
be performing, at Homer HS April 28th at 6PM. May 11 at 7PM we hope to see you at our spring concert. It will be a combination of choral music and Band music with special guests from Nikiski North
Star and is titled, “Let’s Go to the Movies.” We’ll provide the popcorn at this incredibly exciting end
of year concert!
I am so looking forward to joining this staff again
next year to teach the wonderful students of
NMHS! This has been a fantastic year and I’m so
excited to be making beautiful music with these
wonderful students again this fall. Can’t wait to
see you at our upcoming concerts! Thank you for
your support and positive energy this year!
Have a wonderfully musical day!
Kristen Dillon

MR. THOMPSON -HIGH SCHOOL MATH
Mathematics
The end of the school year is fast approaching. Encourage your child to strive to do their best until
the very end; then they will be able to have a great summer.
Pre-calculus: The Pre-calculus class is working on applications of trigonometry. They are learning how
to use the Law of Sines and Law of Cosines to solve triangles of any shape and size. They are also working with vectors, which is a very practical application of trigonometry. An example problem with vectors
would be a plane flying at 230 mph with a bearing of 3000 being affected by a wind blowing 30 mph due
east. What is the planes actual speed and direction? Most students enjoy the challenge of such problems.
We will finish the year with the study of polar coordinates.
Advanced Algebra: The advanced Algebra class has spent most of this year studying the attributes and properties of different types of functions; from basic polynomials to exponential and radical functions. We are presently learning about experimental and theoretical probability. We will end the year with
some statistical data analysis followed by a unit on sequences and series.
AP Calculus: The Calculus class is working on the use of integration to find areas and volumes of
shapes and solids that can be defined with algebraic functions. The Calculus class is also busy doing
practice exam problems in preparation for the AP exam. After the AP exam, we will finish the year with a
general review of the course and a final test. Remember; the main focus points of calculus are the derivative and its applications, and the integral and its applications.
Geometry: The Geometry classes are working on calculating perimeters, circumferences, areas,
volumes, and surface areas. They have been exposed to the numerous formulas associated with this
strand of mathematics. We will then end the school year with a unit of study on circles. A main focus will
be on theorems associated with lines that intersect circles; such as chords, secants and tangents.
That’s about it from the world of mathematics in Mr. Thompson’s room at present..
"Be happy. It’s one way of being wise!"
-Sidonie Gabrielle Colette

MRS. FOWLER - INTENSIVE NEEDS
We have a new student working with the Kindergarten students at Nikiski North Star
Elementary. We will be going bowling this month for our outing. In May we are going birding in Kenai.
The students just finished learning about government and the President. This month, we are learning
about states of matter. All of the students working on the state assessments are doing a wonderful job!

MRS. BOYLE– READ 180
READING and LANGUAGE! ~Boyle

We are finishing up our sixth novel, House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. This book is filled
with vignettes about a young girl’s life. As a final project, students are creating musical memoirs. Each
song on their soundtrack should coincide with a time in their life. Students are writing the vignette
to each song. They are becoming reflective writers. They are learning to look from the view point of
others and empathize with the different perspectives of characters and classmates.
Our next story, The Devils Arithmetic by Jane Yolen, is historical fiction. It covers a young girl’s realization of the events surrounding the holocaust. Students will be creating a power point over their
own findings through research.
As the end of the school year is soon approaching, I would like to encourage all parents and students to create a summer reading list. Below are some helpful tips:

Great summer reading habits
Be a reading role model
Make sure your child sees you reading and writing, whether it's reading the morning newspaper or
making a shopping list. Talk with your child about what you are currently reading, and about books
you read as a child. Turn off the TV for some quiet reading time. Seeing that reading is an important
part of your life will help children understand that reading can be an important part of theirs.
(Partnership for Learning, RIF, PBS)
Keep it fun
Don't set rules about reading for a certain amount of time or reading a minimum number of pages,
and don't make reading a punishment — keep it fun so that it's something that your child wants to
keep doing! (RIF / Partnership for Learning)
Talk about what your child is reading
Talk about the books you and your child have read together — what you liked, what you didn't like, or
who your favorite character was. Ask your child to tell you about what she is reading. Libraries may
also offer book discussion groups for children, or online book chats with authors. (LCA / FNSB Public
Library, CCLD, Scholastic)
Give your child a chance to read aloud to you
Reading aloud will give your child the opportunity to practice his reading skills. Encourage rereading
of favorite books she can read easily. For older kids, ask them to read you things that are interesting
to them, such as the newspaper sports page, a detective novel, or a music magazine. (LCA / FNSB
Public Library)
Listen to audio books
If you will be spending a lot of time in the car or at home, rent books on tape or CD from the library,
and listen to them together. This can also be a great way to encourage language development, or to
encourage children with learning disabilities to enjoy stories. (CCLD)
Connect books to summer activities and travel
Read books related to your summer activities and trips. For example, you might read a book about
dinosaurs after visiting a natural history museum, or a story about sand castles while at the beach.
Helping your child connect books with her own experiences will build her vocabulary and will make
her experiences more meaningful. Older children may also enjoy helping you research your summer
plans at the library or on the Internet. For more ideas on this topic, see Making Reading Relevant.
(PBS, RIF, LCA / FNSB Public Library)

MR. KORNSTAD, SR - MIDDLE SCHOOL CAD/CAM & COMPUTERS
Wood Shop Merges with CAD/CAM
Mr. Johnson’s Woods class and Mr. Kornstad’s CAD/CAM class have begun collaborating. Students are encouraged to create projects that utilize any of the available tools
and technology in all three shops. One of the first projects is the Yard Art Fish Project.
Students cut the fish from 16 gauge steel on the Plasma Cam. Another group “cleans
up” the fish with grinders, so that a different group can give the fish a 3-D look on the
English Wheel. More students cut quarter inch rod to length, and notch one end, so
that the two pieces can be welded together. A base coat of paint is applied before
they head up to the Art Department for
detail work. The final appearance is intended to be more realistic than artistic.
These will be available for $20.00 apiece.
See Mr. Johnson or Mr. Kornstad to purchase your very own original, student created, fish, yard art.
Gabe cutting out fish on Plasma Cam

MR. ANDERS – PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Friday, April 10, 2015
There is a lot happening at Nikiski Middle/High School in Physical
Education for grades 6-8. So far this quarter our classes have participated in track and field event such as the high Jump, triple jump, 4x400 meter relay, 1600 meter run, and 100 meter dash. We are continuing our
weekly strength and conditioning workouts and weekly mile runs. Students are also participating in a variety of team and cooperative games
throughout each week. With the early spring we have already been able
to use our track and are getting outside more and more. Students are
reminded to have a sweatshirt or light jacket on hand for cooler days.
Soon our softball unit will be in full swing.
Mr. Anders

MR. JACKSON - RESOURCE TEACHER
In Math Intervention class we have been working on many different skills. Each student has
been given a lot of different skills that they need to improve on. I have this class set up to give each
student as much choice in their learning as is possible, so they can pick what they want to learn and
practice each day. There are three main components to the learning in this class.
First is the computer based program IXL, students have the option of what skill set to practice
and they use this program to do so. One of the nice features of IXL s that when a student answers a
problem incorrectly, it shows them in a step by step manner how to do it correctly. I threw out a
challenge to this class of twelve in early December; if and when they can collectively reach 50,000
problems attempted I would give them a movie and pizza party. So far they are just over 40,000. I
believe that they will meet this challenge.

Another component is that we practice recognizing family numbers through multiplication
practice. Each week we focus on one number and practice multiplication facts using just that number
set. I believe that doing this has helped some students make connections regarding the similarities in
multiplication and division number groups.
Lastly, I provide a small group math based life application problem. Usually this includes the
requirement that all in a group find a piece to the final answer, and without each person being right,
the final answer will not be right. This forces the group to work together and go back to find where
the team went off track. Doing work like this should start to prepare students for collaborative work
in a job setting.
I am excited to for these students to see how they are learning and the growth they are making in their math skills. Like everything else in life, this is a journey for them that requires they take
one step at a time.

MR. KORNSTAD JR. - ALGEBRA
Greetings from Mr. Kornstad’s Algebra class! We have been recently taking a close look at how we evaluate student learning. We are making a focused effort to ensure that each grade that enters the grade book is a true reflection of what students know about a concept. One key piece to verifying student learning is to define what a particular grade looks like. We
have been asking ourselves some difficult questions in order to accomplish this. Questions like: “What does an ‘A’ look
like?” “Is an ‘A’ excellent?”, “What is excellence?”, “Can everyone in the class be excellent?”, “If everyone in the class is
excellent, then does excellent become average?”, “Should simply completing assignments be worth points on your grade,
and if so how many.”, “What does it mean to be average?”, “Is it okay to be average?” “Where do you draw the pass/fail
line?”, and “Does the grade we record truly represent the level of learning that occurred?” These questions have caused us
to take a hard look at our grading system and then to evaluate our lessons, assignments, and assessments compared to that
system. Creating meaningful learning experiences on a daily basis for approximately 100 students? Its challenging for sure,
but we love it!!
Another key piece to verify student learning is to involve the students themselves in evaluating their own learning. When
students understand how they are being measured they become curious how they measure up against the scale and in comparison to each other. This curiosity creates a learning environment. This process is stretching and growing us as students

MS. WIDMAN - ART
April is Youth Art Month and to help recognize the month, borough art departments come
together each year to host the annual juried art show. Nikiski Represented extremely well taking 1st place
in three high school categories and placing in several others. Middle school also placed in several categories.
I am extremely proud of our students! With 1 section of middle school art and only three sections of high
school our school was represented in a big way amongst larger schools with full day art programs.
Nikiski High students also submitted four sets of shoes to the Van’s Custom Culture contest to take a shot
at winning a trip to New York City. Good Luck!!!
1st Place Open: Alexa Scmidt, Makia. Acrylic on wood 4X8’
1st Place Color Drawing: Lauren O’Brien, August. Ink and watercolor, 9X12”
1st Place Painting: Tayaur Moore, Raven, Acrylic on canvas, 9X12”
Vans Custom Culture Submission:
Taylaur Moore, Onnalee Wilson, Haley Wik,
Lauren O’Brien, Alysa Smith, Sarah Rose Neher

MRS. RIBBENS - LIBRARY
Busy Last Month in the NMHS LIBRARY
There’s a lot going on in the NMHS Library from now until the rest of the year.
Students need to start checking lockers, homes, cars etc… for any missing books they still have
checked out. All Late fees and lost books fees need to be paid before the end of the school
year.
Students and staff can start bringing in books to be used in the BOOK

SWAP. Please

bring gently used books to the library. The Book Swap will be the week of May 11 th – 15th.
People will be given book tickets for each book they bring in.
The BUY

ONE GET ONE FREE BOOK FAIR will start April 22

nd

and run through May 2nd. It will be open during lunches and right after school. It will also be
open the four nights of the school play ‘The Sound of Music’. Come check it out!
The 6th and 7th grade classes will be shown how to connect into the Overdrive eBooks part of
the library system. Kids will be asked to bring any reading devices to school on that day.
Other students can sit in during Bulldog Block for a refresher course. Dates to be
announced.
Mrs. Ribbens
The Library Lady

MR. ZIBELL– GOVERNMENT/AK STUDIES
World History classes have been studying some very interesting topics
lately. The Cold War has been the unit of study with an emphasis on global events
outside the United States. Students recently completed a Prezi Project (an online
program that is like PowerPoint on steroids) on a particular aspect of the Cold War.
Topics ranged from the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, Korean War, the
Space Race, Nuclear Arms Race, and many others. Our next unit of study will be
Conflict in the Middle East. Current events will be connected to the origins of
conflict in places such as Israel and Palestine, as well as Iran.
Alaska Studies just completed a unit on the adventure that was the gold rush.
We are moving on to study World War II in Alaska. A culinary and cultural
experience is coming up for some brave students. I am bringing in the traditional
Eskimo delicacy known as seal oil for students to sample. This is completely optional
of course.

MR. JOHNSON - INDUSTRIAL ARTS
Finished Bowls by the Woods class 1

Fillet Boards by Middle School Class

Industrial Arts

Some of the mastered skills by CAD/CAM

Industrial Arts is the opportunity to work with different forms of media; while learning skills that
can be applied to future career choices.
Here are some of the things we have been doing:


The CAD/CAM class has been working with the new Check Mate laser and have had great
success engraving and cutting many different materials. This is the time for exploration and
many of the students are taking full advantage of it. The class still produces from the other
machines, they are all required to create a design for a shirt and print/cut it out using the Versa/
CAM. The name plate is designed in CorelDraw and cut out on the Shop Bot. This year we are
also cutting out 24” versions of the student with the picture printed on the Versa/CAM and the
back is cut out on the Shop Bot. The Plasma/CAM is used to create anything from Fish on a
Stick (lawn ornaments) to house numbers designed by the students for their personal houses.



Occupational Technology is a fun class that is starting production of the Fish on a Stick project.
The students are out in the community taking orders for things to be produced. While learning
how to use many different tools, equipment safety, they also learn the value of leadership skills
and how to work with many different kinds of people.



The Woods class has been fine tuning their skills. This semester they turned bowls and fit lids
to them that were engraved with a chess board. The board and the chess pieces were cut out on
the Check Mate laser. Production bowls are also being turned. Each bowl is unique in shape,
size and color.

YEARBOOKS ON SALE!

$65 - ORDER NOW!

PTSA
PTSA meets at 6pm the 1st Thursday of each month in the NHS Library.
The PTSA is always looking for new members. Please feel free to join us and help us make a difference in
our school.

FOR MORE INFO CALL:
DENISE COX
776-5585 or email– akpugluv@gmail.com

MR. ERNST - STUDY SKILLS/LIFE SCIENCE
Alternative Algebra:
Dylan Hooper and myself teach this standards based math course out in the Blue Portable. The freshman that we have this year are doing a fantastic job producing evidence of their mastery of the state
standards in mathematics, and it looks like they will all be able to successfully transition back to the regular curriculum for their sophomore year at the same level or above that of their regular education peers!
MS and HS Study Skills:
Both Study Skills classes are working hard every class to keep their grades up and find academic success
in school. To keep their families up to date on the progress in their classes, each student gets to fill
out a grade postcard which is sent home every week.
Alternative LA 9:
This is a great freshman class that loves language arts! We are working on developing vocabulary
knowledge to enhance reading and learning how to write in a variety of forms and for many purposes.
Students write every day in class. Currently we are working on the research writing form. This writing form involves explaining and describing something after doing investigative research, a skill which will
serve them both in high school and later in college.

CO UNSELOR ’S COR NER - M S. GA UNT
Greetings from the School Counseling Team!

As the end of the school year wraps up, we would like to congratulate the seniors who will be
graduating in May! Congratulations! You’ve worked hard – let’s celebrate!
On April 27th, Mr. Jordan Brown will be hosting Decision Day – this is a time to recognize
those seniors who are graduating from NMHS with a plan to pursue some form of postsecondary education. Students will enjoy an ice cream social and have the chance to share all
they’ve learned about pursuing post-secondary education with their underclassmen peers. Listen up, freshmen, sophomores and juniors! Your senior year will be here before you know it!

At this time, here are some things for college-bound seniors to be working on:
If you haven’t yet completed your FAFSA, get it done ASAP. Jordan Brown is a FAFSA Expert and happy to help!
If you have completed your FAFSA, you should be getting your award letter soon. Pay attention to what they’re offering and what you want to accept!
Call up your college advisor to start scheduling your classes for next year.
Line up your fall housing – will you rent an apartment? Live in a dorm? Contact your
school to see what your options are and what you need to do to reserve a room.
Plan to attend a freshmen/new student orientation. This is a great chance to better get to
know your school, advisor and other students!
Finally, Awards Night will take place on May 14th at 7:00pm. We are so excited to celebrate the
accomplishments of our students. See you there!
Have a safe and wonderful summer!
Ms. G, Mr. Wertz, Mr. Jordan Brown, Mrs. Carstens
Nikiski Middle/High School Counseling Team
Here are some additional resources:

Peninsula Community Health Services (PCHS)
PCHS 24/7 Crisis Line

260-3691
283-7511

Central Peninsula Hospital Emergency Department

714-4444

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

1-800-273-8255

Crisis Intervention Care Line

1-877-266-4357

Or text ‘4help’ to 839863 (Tuesday – Saturday, 3pm-11pm)
Office of Children’s Services (Regional Office)

1-855-352-8934
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I M P O RTA N T DAT E S TO R E M E M B E R
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2015-2016 SCHOOL
YEAR:

Upcoming Dates:
April 24 & 25

Sound of Music-7 :00 p.m.

April 27

5th Grade Step Up Night

Football Begins

Wednesday, July 29

May 1 & 2

Sound of Music-7:00 p.m.

XC Running Begins

Wednesday, July 29

May 1

Early Release Day

Volleyball Begins

Wednesday, August 5

May 9

MS Track Nikiski Invite

May 11

Band Concert-7:00 p.m.

New Student Registration

Monday, August 10 &

May 14

Senior Awards Night

May 18 & 19

MS Campout

May 20

Last Day of School for Students Students First Day

May 20

Graduation

Tuesday, August 11
6th Grade Ice Cream Social

MS XC Running Begins

Senior :
Awards Night -Thursday, May 14 at 7:00 PM
Graduation walk practice – Tuesday, May 19 at 8:00 AM
Graduation – Wednesday, May 20 at 7:00 PM
After Grad Party – Wednesday, May 20 10:00 PM – 1:00 AM at Jumpin’ Junction

Tuesday, August 18
Wednesday, August 19
Thursday, August 20

