
FROM THE PRINCIPAL-MR. CARSTENS  

Nikiski Middle/High School                        March 4, 2019                 

Bulldog bites 

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

 

It’s that time of year where we transition from the dark, cold winter into the returning 

bright sunshine and just a little warmer weather of spring time!  It has definitely been quite a 

ride throughout this year and I find myself asking, “Where has the time gone?”  Even though 

time has scooted along, we still get to work with these kids for the next few months. 

 

One thing that needs to be on everyone’s radar is the state of funding for our schools from 

both the borough and state.  Currently, Governor Dunleavy has proposed an approximately 

25% cut to education funding in our state.  This equates to almost $21 million in reductions 

to our district.  It is very difficult to imagine a loss of that magnitude in one school year as it 

has the potential to devastate programs that we are currently able to offer.  I would encour-

age you to contact your representatives and assembly members to let them know how you 

feel about public education in our community.  Bottom line is that we all need to be in-

volved and not let others write the narrative for you. 

 

On a more positive note, as a part of our personalized learning process we will be conduct-

ing learning walks at NMHS.  These learning walks allow our teachers to observe their col-

leagues while they are teaching various lessons.  This is best practice in our profession since 

many times it is difficult to learn from each other when we are teaching in our own class-

rooms.  These learning walks will allow us to question the observed teachers and reflect on 

how we can use these different strategies in our own classrooms.  It is a powerful thing to 

learn from your peers. 

 

Finally, under the hard work of Shane Bostic and Carla Jenness, we are wrapping up our ac-

creditation process and preparing for the site visit in early April.  I want to thank them for 

their hard work and for everyone who has participated in the various surveys we have sent 

out over the winter months.  We are looking forward to the opportunity to showcase our 

school and what we do for the kids of our community! 

 

I hope to see you all in the spring attending one of the many activities we have for students 

here in Nikiski.  Whether it’s at a soccer game, musical concert, track meet or play, I look 

forward to seeing the talents and abilities on display from all of our students. 

 



VICE PRINCIPAL—MR. BOSTIC  
 

 

Feeling Connected and Finding Success at NMHS 
 
As a parent, you want your child to do well in school. You also want your child to be healthy and avoid be-

haviors that are risky or harmful. Through your guidance and support, you can have great influence on 

your child’s health and learning. But you also have important allies in this effort—athletics and activities at 

NMHS. 

Research shows that students who feel a genuine sense of belonging at school are more likely to do well 

in school, stay in school, and make healthy choices. This sense of belonging is often described as school 

connectedness. NMHS students who are involved in extracurricular activities have the opportunity for in-

creased connectedness. 

A few areas to look at getting involved in: 

- Musical Theatre 

- PLW (Project Lead the Way)– Programming, Engineering, 3D Design and Drones 

- Dance Troupe 

- Student Council 

- Yearbook 

- Native Youth Leadership 

- Debate 

- Athletics 

- Manager for Athletic Team 

- PTSA – Torch Club 

And many more….  

Exposure to a wide variety of activities contributes to learning in fun and nonstressful ways. Don't force 

your child to excel, but let him enjoy many new experiences. Help him set realistic goals and celebrate the 

small achievements. With each success, you'll see your child gain confidence that will spill over into other 

areas of his life. 

State FIRST Lego League Team Geography Bee Champ, James Hemphill & Runner-up, Destiny Langston 



Alaska Safe Children’s Act 
 

In June 2017 a new law went into effect called the Alaska Safe Children’s Act.  This law requires school districts to 

establish a training program for students covering sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention (grades k-

12) and dating violence and abuse awareness and prevention (grades 7-12).   

In order to meet the requirements laid out by the Alaska Safe Children’s Act, Kelly Dietsch, the Youth Outreach Ad-

vocate of the LeeShore Center, will facilitate lessons with NMHS students, utilizing KPBSD School Board approved 

curriculum related to these topics.   

7th and 9th grade students receive this curriculum during health class.  

These lessons will take place in the form grade-level presentations/workshops.   
 

For more information on the Alaska Safe Children’s Act, please visit: https://education.alaska.gov/SchoolHealth/

safechildact 

 

The lessons are scheduled* to run during 5th period on the following dates: 

 

 
*This schedule is subject to change.  
 

If you have any questions about the instructional content that will be covered or if you wish to inquire about opting 

out for your student, please contact the school office.  

  

Thank you for partnering with us as we provide learning opportunities for the safety and well-being of our students.   

  Dating Violence Awareness & Pre-

vention 
Sexual Assault Awareness & Preven-

tion 
  6th Grade N/A 4/25/2019 

  8th Grade 4/8/2019 4/9/2019 

10th Grade 3/18/2019 3/19/2019 

11th Grade 3/28/2019 3/29/2019 

12th Grade 4/2/2019 4/4/2019 

MR. HOOPER - ATHLETIC DIRECTOR/ MATH/ MS EXPLORATIONS 
 

We are looking ahead to the Region Basketball Tournament at Seward 

the second weekend in March.  Both the boys and girls team are look-

ing to earn trips to state this season.  The Lady Bulldogs will be the 

number 1 seed in the South from the South Central Conference, The 

boys are competing for the number 3 seed going into the tourna-

ment.  The top 2 teams will advance from regions to state.  There is 

also 1 at large berth to state that is up for grabs.  It is shaping up to be 

an exciting post season for our Bulldog Ballers. 

 

We are just finished up middle school Skiing, Volleyball and Wrestling. 

Our middle school athletes have been competing well.  The Volleyball 

lost a close match to Kenai in the Borough Tournament.  Our wres-

tlers did well with more than half the team placing and 5 making the 

finals at the Borough Tournament.   

High School Track practice begins 

after Spring Break. 
——————————————————————————————————————— 

Middle School Track begins April 1. 

https://education.alaska.gov/SchoolHealth/safechildact
https://education.alaska.gov/SchoolHealth/safechildact


MRS. JENNESS - HIGH SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS/ YEARBOOK 

MRS. ZIMMERMAN - MS SOCIAL STUDIES / LANGUAGE ARTS 

MR. DOTH - MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE / AERIAL VIDEO 
Middle School Science is cruising along and anxiously awaiting the spring weather! Biology classes are studying the 

amazing animal kingdom and look forward to exploring rare specimens and dissection activities. Our ecosystem project 

has been updated and renovated to offer our frogs a new home. Things seem to be stabilizing well and the frogs are 

happy as a clam at high tide! 8th Graders are knee deep in physics by now and are learning how complex this world can 

really be. Concepts from my favorite scientists Albert Einstein and Issac Newton enter the scene and begin to unlock 

doors into the things we see everyday. Students are learning how to calculate velocity, force, gravity, and electrical 

fields. Stay tuned for our world famous flying pig lab, the catapult challenge, and rollercoaster building! 

 

Drones class is also taking off! With a small group of students we have been able to do a great many things. We are 

very hopeful that our first ever racing drone will take off soon. Built from the ground up and meticulously wired and 

programmed, this may be a giant leap forward for our class. Creating a road map for others to follow has been the goal 

from the start and it just may come to fruition sooner rather than later. Others are creating a new Fixed Wing Glider 

prototype with pillaged drone parts. Problem solving our way through has been slow going, but before too long, it will 

take its maiden voyage. Stay tuned faithful readers….. 

6th LANGUAGE ARTS: Students are finished with their persuasive essays. Our focus is on quality writing! We use 
the 6 traits of writing: ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions & presentation. We continue to 
practice our grammar skills with the weekly DOL as well as sharpen our spelling skills with SWOTD (spelling word of 
the day). 3rd qtr. shoebox book reports are DUE March 1. Make sure you ask your student for the Monday newsletter that 
goes home with your student. This newsletter can also be found on Power School along with many other handouts. 

 

7th WORD HISTORY: We just finished Ch. 3 The Fer tile Crescent in history. Students learned about the Per -
sians, Sumerians, Akkadians & Assyrians. When we get back from Spring Break, we will begin Ch. 4 Ancient Egypt & 
Nubia. KUD’s can be found on Power School. I keep Power School updated, so if you have any questions please let me 
know ASAP. 

Advanced Placement English students wrapped up their study of Hamlet with a round table discussion and a craft pro-

ject:  painting a favorite quote from Hamlet on a t-shirt.  We are moving in to some test preparation excercises as they 

day of the AP test draws nearer.  The test is administered here at our school on Wednesday, May 8 at 8 am.  If par-

ents haven’t already paid the $15 deposit for the test, please do so ASAP.  We need the deposit before the tests can 

be ordered.  Ask you student what novel or play they are reading, we are having lots of great discussions about 

books.  It is wonderful to see how the students get more comfortable discussing literature as the year goes on.  

 

You can still order a yearbook at Jostens.com.  Yearbooks will be $65 from here on out.  There is a limited number of 

yearbooks ordered, don’t miss out! 



After participating in the FLL (FIRST Lego League) Regional Qualifier meet at Aurora Borealis in December, our NMHS 

FLL team won the Core Values trophy and an automatic qualification spot for the state FLL tournament in January!  A 

good portion of the initial 3rd quarter weeks were spent preparing a research project presentation and a LEGO NXT 

robot with programmed missions for the state FLL tournament at Dimond High School.  Competing with over 50 

teams from around the state, the NMHS FLL Bulldogs had measurable improvements in all aspects of their judging and 

robotic scoring rounds compared to their regional scores! As one of just a few public school teams from the KPBSD 

to qualify for the state meet (the only middle school), it was a great tournament for the students to represent our 

school in and see how other teams tackled the challenges! 
 

Since FLL wrapped up, Quest students have been exploring a diversity of individual and collaborative projects that they 

selected or helped co-create and plan.  One of the major projects for 3rd quarter for some students were digital film 

projects based upon either their own interests and intended audience OR a character traits “What Do You Stand 

For?” digital film which all the students have been working on.  For the “What Character Trait Do you stand for?” 

movie, each student selected a particular character trait which they then storyboarded and filmed examples of which 

depicted the character trait.  All the students contributed their ideas, acting, and directing into helping each other’s 

short scenes.  These short films by each Quest student (most less than 30 seconds each) will be placed into one overall 

movie about character to share with others.   Other student projects during 3rd quarter have included Paper Roller 

Coaster designs (3D and wall mounted with marble paths), animation, reading/book, science ‘egg drop’ experiment, 

arts & craft, and logic Perplexor challenges.  A couple students also made some awesome coding game projects on the 

scratch.mit site which I’m still trying to figure out how they work!  In addition, Kailey Stynsberg and Jasmine Durfee 

were the top scoring NMHS students this year in the November BEBRAS online challenge – which tested students 

with a series of logic, pattern, code, and computational thinking timed problems!   
 

The past quarter, 6th grade geography’s main continent focus has been on Asia and Australia.  As part of their explora-

tion, students completed large maps of southwest, southeast, east, and central Asia, as well as Australia and the Ocean-

ia region (labeling political and physical features such as mountains, rivers, water bodies, country names, capitals), fin-

ished various World Atlas activities focused on Asia and Australia maps and charts, and prepared for an Asia test using 

review games and study guide strategies.  In the fourth quarter ahead, we’ll continue our investigation of world geogra-

phy by completing our exploration of Australia and the surrounding region, turn our attention to the continent of Afri-

ca (our final continent unit), and students will finish up the year by choosing a country to research and present to the 

class in more depth.  Current event discussions, map activities, article comprehension activities, and classroom debates 

based on Junior Scholastic articles or current topics will also continue to be worked into some class time.  Congratula-

tions to Aiden Sullivan for winning our classroom geography bee and to James Hemphill (6th grade) for winning the 

whole school geography bee!  James will likely represent NMHS at the state geography bee in April!   
 

Have a great Spring Break!  

MR. BAILEY - QUEST / MIDDLE SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY 

MR. MORIN - HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE /STAGECRAFT /WELDING 
 

I want to thank everyone who send well wishes while I was recovering. The surgery went well and I am very 

glad to be back.  
 

This freshman class has done a commendable job transitioning from the Middle School format to the more 

rigorous High School climate. I attribute this to the excellent work of the Nikiski High Middle School team of 

teachers. They are top notch and their training is obvious when working with this freshman class. Another 

critical factor in a child’s educational success is parental involvement. I commend the parents of my students 

for their positive support and effective child rearing. Teachers are told we are the primary factory in a stu-

dent’s success. I disagree; I think parents are the most critical factor in a child’s success. Teachers can adjust 

a student’s attitude, but we cannot instill the requisite basic character traits necessary for a student’s aca-

demic success.  
 

I would like to encourage parents to continue checking on their child’s notebooks, grades and discussing 

their school work. Remember, there is homework in my class every day; students can always work on mem-

orizing their vocabulary, reviewing the reading for any given chapter or organizing and keeping their note-
books up.  And, as always, attendance is critical--absences can seriously hamper a student’s success. Thank 

you and have a relaxing spring break. 



MR. JACKSON - HIGH SCHOOL STUDY SKILLS / LANGUAGE ARTS 

MR. ANDERSON - MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE/ MATH/ PE 

MRS. BIRD - BAND / CHOIR/ MUSICAL THEATER 
As many of you know, Ms. Dillon has not been at school for most of third quarter. My name is Mrs. Bird, and it has 

been my privilege and great joy to work with the music students. At the beginning of my “assignment,”  all of us were a 

little tentative about how to approach this change in the day. The new semester introduced new students and called 

for new music. My experience and training was in choir music but not band, except for being in band in grades 5-12 

long ago.  
 

Gradually, we settled on music that the students seemed to like. While the music wasn’t necessarily hard, there were 

musicianship habits that many band members needed to take to heart. The term “key signature” nearly drove them 

crazy, and unknown fingerings did not stand a chance of remaining so. By the same token, in the choir room, 

“again”  and “down to the blue line” meant we’re not giving up. 
 

In the end, I have so much gratitude for their effort. The 6th grade band has gone from being a bunch of kids with in-

struments to an ensemble that plays parts and enjoys hearing each other. The MS/HS band has improved in playing ac-

curately and expressively. Frankly, more people returned to practicing, and everybody benefited. 
 

The choir students have also improved their skills in singing in parts. It was my good fortune to have classes that while 

they were small, they were fairly well-balanced, making it possible to do 4-part music in the MS/HS, and 2-part music in 

the 6th grade. I also want to compliment the choirs on improving their own self-discipline. This factor alone creates an 

atmosphere where progress and satisfaction and success can happen. All of the choirs improved notably in this trait. 
 

We had a concert on March 5. Please continue to support the music program at your school. While some students 

may have a greater aptitude for music than others, being a part of a performance group and working together gives 

everybody a sense of belonging and of accomplishment—two great reasons to come to school. 

6th grade Earth Science: We are looking forward to the 4th quarter and for the sunshine! We’ll be starting our weather 

and climate unit after Spring Break. Then, we’ll be shooting for the stars, finishing up our year with SPACE. These kids 

have an appetite for learning, and I’m grateful to be a part of the process! 
 

7th grade Life Science: After Spring Break, we’ll finally get our AQUAPONICS tanks all up and running. The kids have 

spent a couple weeks researching, planning, and designing their tanks. They are learning and understanding the relation-

ship between plants and bacteria, and how fish can provide fertilizer through their waste, boosting plant growth! 

Should be an awesome project! 
 

Course 3 Math: We’ve been working our way through geometric relationships. After Spring Break, we’ll be tackling 

multi-step algebraic equations, as well as graphing! 

Language Arts 9 
 

          An April 12, 2018 online article by The Washington Post states that two-thirds (66%) of American Mil-
lennials, those born between 1981-1996, cannot identify what Auschwitz is. In order to do my part in educat-
ing students about issues through language arts, we just finished reading Elie Wiesel's memoir Night. We 
used it to learn about literature and history. We took the time when reading this book to discuss not only liter-
ature aspects of the writing such as specific vocabulary to the time, themes that run through his writing, and 
how even the Wiesel’s autobiographical writing follows the textbook plot map that we find in so many other 
texts. I asked students to pick three themes and follow them throughout the entirety of the book with a culmi-
nation of a short essay on which theme they believe was primarily focused on with evidence to support their 
answer. Going into this unit, only half of my class had very few ideas of the different aspects of the holo-
caust.  After reading Night, my students are now able to explain multiple pieces that fit together to make the 
holocaust.  
 

          Reading Night, these 9th graders have had their eyes opened to not only the atrocity that was inflicted 
both on Jews and others at the hands of Nazis at that time in history; but they have had many great discus-
sions including if something like that could ever happen in America.  
 

I look forward to working with this group in fourth quarter as we continue to develop our skills in all ar-
eas, but especially those of critical thinking.  

 

Thank you for trusting me to teach your children.  



MS. WIDMAN - ART / DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

MS. VRANIAK- MS MATH / ALGEBRA /COMPUTER CODING 
National Honor Society has started recycling in order to reduce the amount of paper waste we produce here at the 

NMHS.   So far, we have collected and recycled nearly 100 lbs of paper!  They are also planning and organizing a blood 

drive for the community this upcoming spring. The date of this event will be announced and advertised for soon! Please 

email Samantha Perry (Samantha.Perry@g.kpbsd.org)  or Hannah Young (Hannah.Young@g.kpbsd.org) if you have 

questions or want to make an appointment.  NHS members are always looking to better their community, so if you 

are aware of any needs in the community, or if you are in need of volunteers for a community event, please contact me 

at: MVraniak@kpbsd.k12.ak.us. 

The NHS members and I would be happy to help!  

 

In other news, Computer Programming students are now learning how to program and design websites using the lan-

guage HTML and CSS. So far, they have learned how to change font styles, spacing, and color as well as how to embed 

links and images into a website. They have been working hard to learn all of the HTML5 syntax and soon will have a 

finished website of their own! Next we will begin programming using Raspberry Pi motherboards! 

Adrianne Muir sends 

substitute teacher     

Mr. Hill Downtown  

(via Photoshop),  

 

Hannah Ashley and 

McKinsey Pitt examine 

their paintings 

Spring semester at Nikiski High School has been a time of discovery and problem solving. Digital Photography classes 

have been delving into Photoshop full force. They have produced some of the most creative pieces I have seen in years. 

During our Chinese New Year study, High School artists created Zen lanterns out of clay using symbolism and poetry 

as inspiration. Other projects include paper lanterns, watercolor and acrylic painting, and paint pouring. Our photo of 

the week and sculpture challenges have also brought some surprising and breathtaking results. These works will be 

displayed at Nikiski Middle/High on March 5 and at the 30th anniversary Borough Art Show at the Kenai Fine Arts Cen-

ter opening on April  4th hope to see you there! 

MRS. NICHOLS - INTENSIVE NEEDS 
Hey there y’all! My name is Justan Nichols (first name said like the cowboy boots). I am excited to be at Nikiski Middle/

High School working in a fantastic classroom!! I have three wonderful ladies who assist me in the classroom, helping 

our classroom run like a smooth oiled machine. Between the four of us, there is no shortage of creativeness, passion, 

or love. Our class works with the individual needs of students whilst installing positive self-help skills. 
 

A little more about me: I moved to Alaska from Texas in February 2019, I couldn’t wait until summer to move. Ha! 

We have 2 boys and 2 daughters between the ages of 5 and 18. In my spare time I am usually outdoors or enjoying 

some other form of fitness and I am passionate about health and wellness. I am looking forward to an awesome rest of 

the year here at Nikiski!! 

mailto:Samantha.Perry@g.kpbsd.org
mailto:Hannah.Young@g.kpbsd.org
mailto:MVraniak@kpbsd.k12.ak.us


MRS. SINGER - SPANISH  1 & 2 

MR. NELSON - PHYSICAL TRAINING / LIFE ACTIVITIES 

MR. PORTER - HIGH SCHOOL MATH / WOODSHOP 

We are in a groove with health class. Kids are asking lots of questions and learning a lot. We have covered, physical, 
social, and mental health, and are in the midst of nutrition. Ask your kid about the nutrient posters they created; most 
of them are looking pretty awesome!  
 

Physical training is in full swing. We all came up with fitness goal and have been creating fitness plans to achieve 
those goals by the end of the semester. All we need now is some hard work and everyone will find success!  

What a quarter in math and woodshop this time around!  It has been really fun connecting with kids on different lev-

els.  I have three kids that I work with in Advanced Algebra that walk down with me after that class and we do wood 

shop together!  What a blast to get to know kids in multitude of angles. 
 

Calculus has been working hard (in a relaxed setting ) and is beginning to think about taking the AP exam and what that 

will entail.   They have been “deriving “ to class early which will be “integral” to their success on the AP exam. On Fri-

days we have been slowing things down a bit and heading out to the senior lounge for what is now called “Calc. on the 

Couch.” 
 

It has been a tough year for Pre-calculus as they have the class 7th period.  Taking math right after lunch is a struggle for 

some of these kids.  Add that to the fact that many kids in Pre-Calc. are also in sports, so they are gone sometimes.  I 

have been so proud of these students because when they come back, they work so hard to get caught back up.  
 

In high school and middle school wood shop, things are starting to turn really fast as kids are using the lathes to turn 

some wooden segmented bowls.  We are also trying to stave off senioritis and keep some of our seniors afloat with a 

boat building project that is going rather swimmingly.  It is a great year to be a Bulldog!   I have attached some photos 

for your enjoyment.   

This quarter the Nikiski Spanish classes are learning about food and how to order food in Spanish at 
a restaurant. So far, the Spanish II classes have had an opportunity to put their new skills to use. 
The students created their own restaurant using Hispanic recipes and Spanish language menus. 
Feel free to have your student order for the family the next time you go to a Mexican restaurant! In 
addition to everyday language skills, the Nikiski Spanish classes are studying vocabulary about pas-
times. Every student is now able to hold a full conversation in Spanish, as well as write a letter in 
Spanish. For cultural studies, we have been researching Colombia. Each “familia” made a brilliant 
presentation on the art, history, or society of the country. Our next cultural study will relate to Central 
America. Nikiski Spanish is truly headed to end the year strong! 



MRS. GRENIER - STUDENT SUCCESS LIAISON 
The position of Student Success Liaison is two fold for me here at NMHS.  First, I supervise and assist stu-

dents all day that take online classes from both KPBSD and KPC.  The second half of my job is to create op-

portunities for our students to explore the work environment through job shadows and also to bring members 

of our community into the schools to connect our students to the residents around us.  Our students have 

shadowed professionals as varied as pharmacists, foresters, welders, lineman, plumbers and many others. 

This has helped many of our students narrow down the fields they will be pursuing and for some, it has point-

ed them in a much needed direction.   For many of our students, the job shadow program has helped relieve 

some of the trepidation for that big step out of high school. 

 

In April we will be having a community led ed camp that will mirror a one day community schools pro-

gram.  We hope to have a variety of classes like pottery, stain glass, pickleball and mock job interviews bring-

ing in instructors from our community to meet our great kids and show off their talents.   I have truly enjoyed 

working with our students and staff this year and a big thank you to all that have hosted a job shadow! Enjoy 

the warm sunshine. 

MS. BOYLE - INTERVENTION / DANCE/ CREDIT RECOVERY 
We are currently reading a book Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan. This 

modern realistic story is one of many novels read during this class. It tells about a 

young girls struggle to find her identity when her mother reappears after seven 

years. This only adds to her confusion.   While learning about her past and carving, 

she matures and changes throughout the process and understanding of others. She 

eventually learns the power of her voice. Students will be able to identify with the 

conflicts of trying to fit in and how our experiences shape who we are. At the end 

of the book, students will be asked to complete a project in which they will incorpo-

rate some personal ideas in a creative venue. We will be making soap carvings, 

which will also encompass the traditional aspects of the story as well.  

 

The last book we read in class was Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis, 

about a boy in the foster system trying to find his father. Students are always trying 

to learn about their families so as an assignment they were asked to interview a 

grandparent, find out more about how things have changed over time, and share fun 

and interesting stories about the family. 

 

Students are also encouraged to read and discuss books, newspapers, and /or magazines at home. The more a student 

reads, the more his/her vocabulary will increase. Students have been taking several assessments to verify that they have 

been properly placed in the core classes that meet their diverse needs as learners, while challenging their minds.  

MR. HITCHCOCK - MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES / MATH 
 

Incredibly, we are finished with 75% of the school year! It is always a melancholic moment as you see 

the students really hitting a groove only to begin to move on to the next step of their educational 

journey.  
 

Geography students are relating locations of natural landmarks and water locations to population 

density in continental Asia. US History students have started to examine key battles of the American 

Revolutionary War, with the goal of adjusting one side’s strategy to change the course of history. 

Finally, Course 2 students have started to use percentages to compare and contrast between frac-

tion and decimals within several real-world and practical examples. Have a lovely spring break! 



MR. KORNSTAD - CAD - CAM / MIDDLE SCHOOL WELDING 
Hello from the Industrial Arts world at Nikiski 

Middle/High! We are quickly coming to the end of 

another year full of practical learning experiences 

in the shops. Students in the Cad Cam shop have 

learned to create products in the digital world and 

produce them in the physical. We are proud to 

report that we have had a safe year free from ma-

jor accidents! A safe attitude produces a safe envi-

ronment!! Students have learned the basics of two 

software programs that design their various pro-

jects to be run on 4 different machines. Students 

have become proficient in utilizing some of the 

basic design tools in Corel Draw and Partworks to 

create projects on each one of the 4 machines in 

the shop. Projects created in Partworks were pro-

duced on either the ShopBot or on the Plasma 

Cam. The ShopBot is a computerized router 

mounted on a large rectangular table used to en-

grave, mill and cutout. The plasma cam is a plasma 

cutter controlled by the computer and mounted to 

a large square table. It cuts metal designs out of 

steel and aluminum. Projects created in Corel 

Draw were produced on either the Versa Cam or 

on the Laser machine. The Versa Cam is a large 

printer that prints and cuts out designs on rolls of 

various vinyl-type materials up to 28” wide. The 

Laser machine engraves, etches, burns, and cuts all kinds of materials from paper to plastic to glass to metals. 

Students have worked well in the shop and enjoyed learning employable skills relevant to the 21st century!  

Language Arts 7:  Where oh where has the time gone?  Here we are at the end of 3rd quarter and our unit 

on persuasive writing.  Students are currently finishing up their persuasive essays and oral book reports in 

which they are incorporating their knowledge of ethos, logos, and pathos.  These are the three legs any good 

argument must have—logic, emotion, and credibility.  Looking back over the quarter, I am impressed with 

the amount and quality of writing that has been completed. When we return from Spring Break, we will dive 

into narratives—focusing on short stories and a research service project in which the students develop multi 

media presentations. 
 

Language Arts 8:  We focused on persuasive writing this quarter.  Students are currently finishing up their 

persuasive oral book advertisements. We have examined advertisements and speeches for persuasive tech-

niques and bias and spent considerable time working with non-fiction text.  I feel that it is important for kids 

to understand how to take apart a textbook or other non-fiction material, summarize the important infor-

mation and take notes that are useful.  With just over a quarter to go before the end of their middle school 

career, I want to firm up the skills and strategies needed for success in high school.  After Spring Break, we 

will be moving into my favorite assignment of the year—TED Talks.  Each student will be writing, researching 

and recording a TED Talk this quarter.  As we get closer to the recording date, I will share more details and 

hope that you will be able to join us for our TED event. I hope you all enjoy Spring Break! 

MS. NIEMCZYK - MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS 



MR. BJORKMAN - HIGH SCHOOL STUDIES 

I can't believe it's already spring break time! This year is flying! Before we know it, it'll be May! Stu-
dents in Language Arts Fundamentals have been reading novels in addition to the curriculum this 
quarter. We are almost finished reading Loser by Jerry Spinelli. Please encourage your students to 
keep reading anything they can get their hands on: books, magazines, blogs, newspapers, manuals, 
the DMV drivers manual, ANYTHING! The only way to improve anything is to practice. Next quarter 
we will be adding in some extra writing activities along with more novels. As we look forward to 
summer, it's important to continue to focus on learning. Let's finish the year strong, together! 

9th Grade AK Studies: 

Recently AK Studies students have been learning about the history of the Russians in Alaska and other explorers from Great 
Britain and Spain that left their mark on Alaska. Coming up next quarter students will be learning about modern Alaska and 

how our young state has come into existence. 
 

10th Grade World History: 
Students have been having some great conversations about imperialism, nationalism, and the unification of the modern coun-

tries of Europe. Students have done an excellent job at making connections from historical events to modern times. In the 
coming weeks we will be studying the post-colonial world and how continued international relationships and isolation have 

shaped our modern world. 
 

11th grade US History: 

Students have been studying the WWI era and considering how the US changed from 1900-1930. We have had excellent 
conversations surrounding supply side economics and the dangers of driving an economy through a command (communist) 

or Keynesian (socialist) way. 
 

Community Partnerships: 
A couple of weeks ago some middle school students were able to partner with ADF&G and Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula Chap-
ter of SCI for an educational moose hunt! The kids all had a great time and learned a lot too. Thank you to all involved!  

We could not make this opportunity possible without the help and support of parents and community members. Support for 
schools, students and community-based programs like these are essential for student success. I hope that the Alaska State 

Legislature and Kenai Peninsula Borough can give our students and schools the funding that they need in order to continue 
the great things that happen at our schools and in our communities. 

Thank you very much to the Alaska Kenai Peninsula Chapter Safari Club International for sponsoring this amazing education-
al experience. Although the educational hunt itself is not a school-sanctioned activity, this program is a natural complement 

to the Alaska Outdoor Explorations course that we began in 2013 with the help of the American Wilderness Leadership 
School, AWLS and many others.  

In order to qualify to participate in this educational hunt opportunity, students need to meet the highest standards of safety 
and responsibility. During the school course at Nikiski Middle/High School students learn many outdoor safety & survival 

skills, knots, orienteering, ecology and much more. Through ADF&G students take the Alaska Hunter’s Education course. 
Then, students have the opportunity to put their skills into practice by participating in a real hunting experience. Thank you 

Dylan Hooper for using your expertise to teach the Alaska Outdoor Explorations course at Nikiski after my services had to 
be reallocated to the high school history classroom. 

MRS. BARROWS - MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDY SKILLS / READING 



MR. SMITH - MS MATH / MS SCIENCE / ALGEBRA READINESS 

MR. ERNST - STUDY SKILLS / FRESHMAN ALTERNATIVE CLASSES 
Study Skills: 
 

My Study Skills students are working hard every class to keep their grades up and find academic success in 

school.    Families can keep up to date on the progress of the classes of their children by using PowerSchool 

or Canvas on their home computers. 
 

Alternative Algebra: 
 

Mark Smith and I teach this standards based math course.    The freshman that we have this year are doing a 

fantastic job producing evidence of their mastery of the state standards in mathematics. It looks many of 

them will move through our whole Algebra Readiness curriculum and begin to do Algebra 1 early!    All will 

be able to successfully transition back to the regular curriculum for their sophomore year at the same level 

or above that of their regular education peers! 
 

Alternative LA 9        Alternative Life Science 
 

This is a great hybrid class for freshman that combines the skills of writing and close reading that are the sub-

ject of language arts with the scientific information and investigative skills of life science.   We are working on 

developing vocabulary knowledge to enhance close reading while learning how to write in a variety of forms 

and for many purposes.   Throughout the semester we have been working on Language Arts standards 

through the IXL computer platform    Currently we are working on the expository writing form in LA 9 and 

in Life Science we are reviewing genetics and heredity.  We have also been studying gene editing technology, 

and have looked into how CRISPR is revolutionizing gene therapy and modification of the genomes of living 

organisms.   

It’s hard to believe that the 4th quarter of the school year is upon us.  To finish out 3rd quarter, my Algebra Readiness 

students are doing an awesome job of staying on pace and even surpassing the expectations of the class as they pre-

pare themselves for Algebra.  My Course 1 math students did a great job studying ratios, proportions, and most re-

cently percents.  Couse 2 math has had some engaging projects they have been working on- a percent shopping project 

and a class data set lab.  They have enjoyed applying their math skills to meaningful endeavors.  And lastly, our 6th grade 

earth science class has been learning about weathering, erosion, and deposition.  We are finishing up with an Alaskan 

Glacier box project and presentation.  I’m looking forward to a finishing off the school year with a strong 4th quarter.   

 

MRS. COOPER - MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDY SKILLS / MATH 

MR. ANDERS - MIDDLE SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
There is a lot happening at Nikiski Middle High School in Physical Education for grades 6 to 8.  Students have been par-

ticipating in many team or cooperative games like Capture the flag, atomic soccer, yoshi, ultimate frizbee, ultimate 

handball, kinball games, bench ball, tag variations, and dodgeball variations to name some of them.  Students have also 

been working on sport specific skills for volleyball and or basketball.  Recently we have started badminton, and a little 

Native Youth Olympics.   Mile runs and workouts continue to be part of students’ weekly routines.  Later this month 

students will explore field events like the triple jump and shot put.   

Mrs. Cooper’s classes have been hard at work on their interactive notebooks. Working on our 

geometry skills and identifying angles, lines, and shapes. Students have been enjoying the Interac-

tive notebooks and the tools they can use to help enhance their grasp of the Math concepts they 

are learning. We are looking forward to the final two sections of the notebook that we will start 

after Spring Break! 



YEARBOOKS ON SALE! 

 Only $65 
Order online at jostens.com 

MS. LYKE - SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
Greetings from the School Counseling Team! 
 

What a busy spring semester it has been.  Workforce Wednesday has been rolling ahead with guest presentations from the Nikiski 

Firefighters, a Merchant Mariner and Commercial Pilots to boot!  Upcoming we are excited to host an Electrician Foreman, an 

Actor, a Professional Photographer and an Environmental Educator, just to name a few.  Workforce Wednesday is an awesome 

way for our students to learn about some of the many post-secondary opportunities available to them.  Please support the pro-

gram by encouraging your student to attend! 
 

It was such a treat to team up with KPC and Boys & Girls Club to bring our sophomores and Juniors information about post-

secondary tests, the KPC JumpStart Program and the FREE ACT/SAT prep program running at NMHS this spring.  All students are 

welcome to join the Boys & Girls Club ACT/SAT test prep program – all they have to do is see Mrs. Carr in the library to get 

signed up!  For information about dates & times, see the flyer below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other upcoming events: 

March 19th & 20th – AKCIS lessons with 10th, 11th & 12th grade students  

March 26th – VITA Tax Workshop for seniors with Kris Ashley of the IRS  

April 11th – Accuplacer Test at NMHS (students might sign up & pay in advance, spaces limited) 
 

It’ll be May before we know it!  
 

As always, thank you for all of your ongoing support of our students and school. 

Students on Anchorage Museum Art Trip 
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March 11-15   Spring Break   

March 21-23   State Basketball @ UAA Alaska Airlines Center  

March 25-26   Mass Band in Homer    

April 3   Early Release - Students released at 12:45 p.m. 

April 13   Prom 

April 18   Middle School Dance with 6th grade - 7-9:30 p.m. 

April  19   NO SCHOOL - Vacation Day 

May 1    Early Release - Students released at 12:45 p.m. 

May 14    Senior Awards Night 

May 20   Graduation - 7:00 p.m. 

May 22   Last day of school for students 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 


