
FROM THE PRINCIPAL-MR. CARSTENS       
OFFICE INFO: 

 A B S E N C E S  & 

TARDIES:  If  your 

child has been absent 

from  school or is 

c o m i n g  i n  l a t e 

remember to send a 

note or call the school 

to excuse his or her 

absence.   

 B U S  P A S S E S :  

Students planning on 

riding a different bus 

should bring a note 

from their parents/

guardians to the front 

office.  This should be 

done PRIOR (before 

school/lunch) to the 

end of the school day.   

 POWER SCHOOL:  

Remember to sign up 

for Power School.  

This is a great way to 

keep track of your 

student’s grades and 

attendance as well as 

keep up with school 

news through the daily 

bulletin.  If you have 

any questions or 

problems please call 

the office staff at 776-

9400. 

Nikiski Middle/High School                           March 7, 2017 

Bulldog bites 

The main sign at this point that spring is “just around the corner” is the return of the 

beautiful, and relatively long, sunny days.  The amount of snow we’ve had this year has 

definitely been a delight to our cross country ski teams who, after two years of slipping on 

the ice, finally had a great season.   

 

Speaking of spring, that usually means the legislative session is in full swing.  With this 

year’s budget issues the state is facing, fiscal challenges will be encountered by all entities 

who receive funding.  Even though we will more than likely see a reduction in staffing for 

the 6th straight year, the goal is to continue the quality programs our students and commu-

nity have become accustomed to; this is not an easy task.  However, with your support, 

we will definitely be able to persevere through the difficult times.  I encourage you to con-

tact our state legislators and tell your story, not a form letter that you forward on, not a 

petition you sign, but a personal message to them in order to say just what our school 

means to you.  It is something I will be doing soon as well.  The bottom line is that we 

need to get involved in a positive manner. 

 

On another note, the district is soliciting feedback for the six-time per year early release 

days.  I believe we have used these days in a very positive manner as it allows me to be the 

instructional leader I was hired for.  We have had mini-Ed Camps where teachers discuss 

the pressing topics of concern and make a better experience for all kids here at the 

school.  There have been many action items from these Ed Camps including a collabora-

tion between Mr. Doth, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Porter and Mrs. Hornung on a roller coaster 

project and the physics and computations behind it.  Bottom line is that we do use these 

days in an effective manner.  I would encourage you to provide your perspective at the 

following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YPLJGCS 

 

Finally, we are really starting to get our video productions going for all sorts of activities 

and hopefully be able to broadcast into classrooms for morning announcements.  We actu-

ally have a UStream channel online and are broadcasting all of our high school basketball 

games including the upcoming South Central Conference Tournament being held on March 

9 – 11; be sure to check our Facebook page for the full schedule.  Here is the link to our 

channel:   

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/egYUP2nNGcU 

 

Overall it’s been a great year and I can’t wait for that final push until summer break!  Have 

a great spring! 

 

Dan Carstens 

Principal 

 

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YPLJGCS
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/egYUP2nNGcU


VICE PRINCIPAL —MR. BOSTIC  
Finishing Strong 

As we move into the fourth quarter, you will see a busy school house at Nikiski Middle/High School. The following events 

can be game changers for you and your student.  Please take a moment to review the following list with your student. 

Getting involved in a Spring activity is important to your child’s overall development and success.   Research shows that 

students in activities have a more positive self-esteem, achieve higher academically and have better attendance.  

Here are a only a few of the amazing opportunities this Spring: 

Join the Track or Soccer team 

Support the Spring Musical 

Help decorate for Prom 

Attend a Dance 

Volunteer at an Event 

Attend Graduation 

State Testing will be in April this year. More logistical information will be coming soon.  Please visit the following website 

for more information. https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/Assessments/ 

The transition from the elementary to middle school and middle school to high school is an amazing time.  I look for-

ward to watching your student have opportunities that will bring out their best. We will be hosting a 6th grade and 

Freshman transition night later this Spring.  Hope to see you and your student there!  Be sure to discuss with your 

child any questions that they might have and have them write their questions down.   A few good question starters: 

Next year I want to be involved in… 

I have a question about… 

My greatest strengths are… 

Some careers I would be interested in are… (Never too early to start thinking about the future 6th 

graders!) 

Shifting gears a bit…  I was reviewing an article in Forbes Magazine that was focused on Jeff Bezo, the CEO of Amazon, and 

thinking about how Nikiski Middle/High School relates to his Top 10 leadership lessons.  I will share the first one from the 

article.  

“Base your strategy on things that won’t change” 

In education we have the basic skills that each child must know in order to be ready to learn at the next level.  

The first set of skills that come to mind are reading, writing and arithmetic.  The second includes work hab-

its such as attendance, work completion, and organization.  The third are the intangibles of empathy, hones-

ty, and integrity.  With the focus on these basic skills our students will be able to reach their goals.     

Have an amazing Spring Break! 

 

Shane L. Bostic 

Assistant Principal 

 

https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/Assessments/


 MR. NELSON—ATHLETIC DIRECTOR/PE/HEALTH 

M R .  H O O P ER — ALG E BR A / P R E - C A LC/ O U T D O O R  E D  

This semester has been full of activity, accomplishments, and a little bit of sweat!  There has been a lot of learning in Health class.  We started 

the year learning about nutrition, and the students made some great posters about the six essential nutrients.  We are currently in the midst of 

our tobacco, alcohol, and drug unit.  They are giving presentations, and we have had some really stellar ones.  Physical Conditioning has been 

hard at work.  We just finished testing for max lifts in bench press, power clean, and squats.  Some impressive numbers were put up!  Our 

strength SST competition is scheduled for March 29 at SOHI, and we expect to bring some t shirts home.   

M S .  B OY L E — R E A D  18 0/ L A N G UA G E  A R T S  

Parents,   

The Math and Science departments are collaborating on a science and engineering challenge that stretches from 8th to 12th 
grade and between 5 math and science teachers, involving close to half of the students in our building.  The knowledge ap-

plied will vary from class to class.  Middle School students will be analyzing the forces and energy transformations of a 
rollercoaster.   The advanced math classes will be deriving the physics equations to predict the distance that will be trav-

eled as our rollercoaster launches into a jump.  And all of the students will be part of an engineering team that constructs 

the rollercoaster and brings together all of their collective work into their final prediction. 

Dylan Hooper 

 

We are reading a book Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan. This modern 

realistic story is one of many novels read during this class. It tells about a young girls 

struggle to find her identity when her mother reappears after seven years. This only 

adds to her confusion.   While learning about her past and carving, she matures and 

changes throughout the process and understanding of others. She eventually learns 

the power of her voice. Students will be able to identify with the conflicts of trying 

to fit in and how our experiences shape who we are. At the end of the book, stu-

dents will be asked to complete a project in which they will incorporate some per-

sonal ideas in a creative venue. We will be making soap carvings, which will also en-

compass the traditional aspects of the story as well.  

Students are also encouraged to read and discuss books, newspapers, and /or maga-

zines at home. The more a student reads, the more his/her vocabulary will increase. 

Students have been taking several assessments to verify that they have been properly 

placed in the core classes that with meet their diverse needs as learners, while chal-

lenging their minds.  

Calculus has moved from differential Equations into Integration.  With this awesome group of prodigies it has been a 

smooth transition.  We have shaken things up in geometry by moving out of our textbooks a bit and working on some pro-
ject based learning.  The change has been refreshing.  Business has been working on their business plans.  We are hoping 

that when they are done, they have something they can use outside of the classroom.  Algebra 1 has been such a fun 

class.  We just wrapped up our functions unit and we are moving into systems of  equations and inequalities.   

-Mr. Porter 

MR. PORTER—HS MATH 



6th LANGUAGE ARTS: Students are finishing up their persuasive essays. Our focus is on quality writing! We use the 6 traits of writing: ideas, 

organization, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions & presentation. We continue to practice our grammar skills with the weekly DOL as well 

as sharpen our spelling skills with SWOTD (spelling word of the day). 3rd qtr. shoebox book reports are DUE March 1. Make sure you ask your 

student for the Monday newsletter that goes home with your student. This newsletter can also be found on Power School along with many other 

handouts. 

 

6th SOCIAL STUDIES: We continue learning about current events through our Jr. Scholastic. We are finishing up our studies on the continent of 

Australia. After Spring Break, we will start our Africa continent study. 

 

8th AMERICAN HISTORY: We have been studying the fr aming of our  Constitution in chapter  4. Students recently compared Continental 

Soldiers to WWI and Modern Soldiers. Ask your student what s/he learned from this assignment. Students also tried Johnny Cakes which were a 

popular food item in the colonial era. If your child is absent, s/he can go to Canvas for the assignments as well as check Power School. 

 

POWER SCHOOL: Parents, if you do not know your access code or are having problems with Power School, PLEASE call the front office at 

776-9400 to get the necessary information you need. STUDENT of the WEEK: Mr. Smith & I have continued with our Student of the Week 

recognition program in our middle school classes. We hope to honor those students who are showing good character, working hard, stay on top of 

their work & go above & beyond general expectations. Have a safe and restful Spring Break!  

M R S .  ZI M M ER M A N — M S  L A / S O CI A L  S T U D I ES  

M S .  N IE M C ZY K — L A N G UA G E  A R TS  
Language Arts 6:  Sixth grade is just finishing up their book reports with their “Dinner Table” presentations and feast. Students completed 

their Common Quarterly Writing Assessment and the book reports are a fun way to end the quarter. We continued to focus on building reading 

strategies and endurance this quarter.  The students choose the novel A Fish in a Tree for their quarterly read aloud which has helped them to 

build oral listening strategies and track character changes.  I am impressed by the amount of writing the students have produced this quarter—

they rose to the challenge of several formal pieces of writing. As we slide into the final quarter of the year, we will be returning to narrative 

writing.  I hope you all enjoy your Break! 

 

Language Arts 7:  Where oh where has the time gone?  Here we are at the end of 3rd quarter and our unit on persuasive writing.  Students 

are currently finishing up their persuasive essays and oral book reports in which they are incorporating their knowledge of ethos, logos, and 

pathos.  These are the three legs any good argument must have—logic, emotion, and credibility.  Looking back over the quarter, I am impressed 
with the amount and quality of writing that has been completed. When we return from Spring Break, we will dive into narratives—focusing on 

short stories and a research service project in which the students develop multi media presentations. 

 

Language Arts 8:  We focused on persuasive writing this quarter.  Students are currently finishing up their persuasive oral book 

advertisements. We have examined advertisements and speeches for persuasive techniques and bias and spent considerable time working with 

non-fiction text.  I feel that it is important for kids to understand how to take apart a textbook or other non-fiction material, summarize the 

important information and take notes that are useful.  With just over a quarter to go before the end of their middle school career, I want to firm 

up the skills and strategies needed for success in high school.  After Spring Break, we will be moving into my two favorite assignments of the 

year—Novel Writing and TED Talks.  Each student will be writing a novel that they develop throughout the quarter.  This is a creative and 

enjoyable way to have them work on their writing and finish out the year. They will also be writing, researching and recording a TED Talk this 

quarter.  As we get closer to the recording date, I will share more details and hope that you will be able to join us for our TED event. I hope you 

all enjoy Spring Break! 

M R .  D O TH — M I D D L E  S C H O O L  S C I E NC E   
Middle school science is rolling along and getting ready for spring! 6th graders are diligently working on a huge project of building a dart frog en-

closure while studying earth science. The 200 gallon enclosure will eventually house 6 rare dart frogs from Central America and be the most high 

tech and heavily regulated environment we have ever created. Kudos to my 6th graders for working so hard to make this slice of rainforest come 

true. 7th graders are diligently plowing through biology and getting ready to embark on a series of dissections. Worms, sheep hearts, pigs and 

frogs will be on the tables when Doth’s room become the OR of Nikiski. Physics is alive and well in the hearts of all our 8th graders as we get 

into our experiments on force and gravity. As always, stay tuned faithful readers and ……………………………………. may the mass x accelera-

tion be with you as we look to finish up another great year in middle school science! 

Mr. Doth 



M R .  S M I T H — M S  M AT H / S C I E N C E  

It’s crazy to think that the year is nearly 75% over!  Only one more quarter to go!  My 6th grade math class covered operations with fractions, statis-

tics, data analysis, and will finish proportions and percents before spring break.  One area of focus, especially as we near the end of the year, is to 

prepare 6th graders for 7th grade.  We have had good class discussions on refining skills that will help them in later math courses, such as taking good 

notes, showing their work in the correct location, and the importance of having a good math foundation to help them through middle school and into 

high school.  I have seen growth in students who have been working on ditching bad habits and developing better organization and academic habits to 

help them be better students.  We have used percents in my 6th grade science classes with some labs, so it has been great to carry over learning from 

one class to another.   

 

My 7th grade math class just finished a project involving percents and shopping.  The kids loved it and they learned some valuable concepts to help 

prepare them for when they live on their own and use their own money to buy things.  This project may turn out to be one of the class favorites for 

the year.  We are starting to get into some basic geometry concepts and will continue studying geometry for the next month or so.  It’s really cool to 

see kids grow and mature throughout the year.  I’ve seen my 7th grade classes start to think deeper and ask more thoughtful questions than they did 

at the beginning of the year.   

 

My 6th grade science classes have covered weathering, erosion, and deposition of earth’s rocks and sediments.   We spent a chunk of time studying 

glaciers.  The kids made miniature landscapes out of sand and rocks from the beach of Cook Inlet and tested “glacier goo” that they made to simulate 

the movement and properties of glaciers.  They had a blast and made great connections to how Alaska’s glaciers behave.  We are currently finishing 

up a unit on water.  We have covered the water cycle, groundwater movement, and are ending with a weeklong study on oceans.  Ask my 6th graders 

about wells and septic tanks- I bet they can explain how they work!  The concepts we have been studying have provide great opportunities to do 

some great labs including the porosity and permeability of soils, and the salinity of earth’s oceans.  After spring break, my science classes will finish the 

year with climate and weather, space, and finish up with ecosystems to help gear them up for 7th grade life science.   

Mr. Bailey – Quest & 6th Social Studies/Geography: 

The early portion of the 3rd quarter had Quest students culminating their FLL - FIRST (Foundation for the Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 

Technology) LEGO League - robotics season by preparing for and participating in the state FLL tournament in Anchorage in mid- January.  For their 

team research project oriented around improving pet health, students received feedback from a local veterinarian guest speaker, prepared numerous 

posters and other visuals, and developed a team presentation in which they shared their futuristic solution ideas with a panel of judges.  At the state 

tournament, they were one of only 5 KPBSD teams who qualified for and participated in a field of almost 60 teams in several timed robotic mission 

rounds and judging sessions.  Experiencing the many components of a competitive state event and representing Nikiski admirably was a great oppor-

tunity for the 6-8th graders involved with this challenge! 

Students have recently been working to plan, shoot, and edit collaborative film projects.  Many of the students will be traveling to Seward High School 

in early March to share their film projects at the Quest-sponsored district film festival!  From story board planning to dialogue revisions to multiple 

reshoots, students likely discovered that more components go into short 1-2 minute films than they may have thought!  The film festival will also give 

students the opportunity to view a variety of short films by students from around the district, observing differences in how students use creative ex-

pression to make people laugh, learn something, or share a unique idea!  Some Quest students have also chosen to work on or complete 3rd quarter 

tasks focused on foreign language exploration, food/recipe projects, and ‘dream trip’ or ‘dream house’ projects. 

6th grade Social Studies/Geography students have spent most of the 3rd quarter focused on the geography and characteristics of both Asia and Austral-

ia.  The students completed large maps of each continent, with both physical and political features included.  In addition to Junior Scholastic current 

event discussions, students also routinely complete geography questions which have reviewed features such as deserts, rivers, and mountain ranges of 

the world.  After our Australia unit wraps up at the end of 3rd quarter, the 4th quarter will include the completion of our main continents yearlong 

journey by focusing on Africa, before wrapping up the year with individual country research project presentations. 

MR. BAILEY—QUEST/6th SOCIAL STUDIES/GEOGRAPHY  

 Hello. We are all hoping that Spring will be here soon.  Students in the Structured Learning Group have been 

steadily gaining proficiency using assistive technology to communicate their wants and needs. Our Middle School 

Life Skills students have been learning life skills and job skills. They have done an excellent job of staying on top 

of their academic work load. 

MRS.  WOLFF—INTENSIVE NEEDS  



M R .  J A C KS ON — H S  H IS TO R Y  

Language Fundamentals: 

I can’t believe we are almost at the end of another great year! I’m excited to see how much improvement and growth my students make in the next 9 weeks.  

We are going to finish out the year by completing the rest of the Language! curriculum and then taking some assessments to see how much growth these students made this 

year. We will read one more book to finish up and then we will all be off for summer vacation!  

Thank you so much for sharing your children with me for the past year. I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know them and being able to help them grow! Keep reading!  

MRS. BARROWS—M I D D L E  S C H O OL  L A N G U A G E  

US HISTORY 

We came back to school after Christmas Break and we tried to avoid getting involved in WW1, but the pressures were far too great to stave us 

off. We looked at the causes, effects and why so much time marched on before the United States became involved. Immigration was on the 

move, just like the Industrial Revolution and the mechanization of industry. After the Great War, things here in the United States quickly 

turned to a party; the Jazz Era, the Roaring Twenties. Flappers flapped, musicians laid down the background track to our lives and speakeas-

ies became the secret place to be, they were hot-diggity dog. We learned that it wasn’t a party for everyone, people like Marcus Garvey and 

Langston Hughes wanted something different, something better, for the colored citizens of America. This would prove to be a long and ardu-

ous fight. For 13 years prohibition tried to put on the brakes, but the bootleggers just kept running their ‘shine.  People thought things were 

going ok, even better than ok, they were going great!  Students found out that the afterparty was really crashed. Scrambling to see what the 

market was going to do, people watched as banks closed and money just disappeared…..the country was spiraling out of control into a deep, 

deep depression.  

Coming up next….. A decade of struggles followed by another World War. Soon after that, we will take a look at the far reaches of the Red 

Scare and its many far reaching tentacles.  

Stay tuned by asking your US History student what they are learning about in our country’s past, ask them about their thoughts or ideas on 

how things have, or haven’t, changed over the last 100 years.   

WORLD HISTORY 

In World History we have spent a little time looking at a few different major world religions and why they may affect the regions and coun-

tries that they are most prevalently practiced in. Our school recently had an opportunity to have a live video conference with a Theresa Gray, 

a retired Anchorage paramedic who volunteered to work with Syrian refugees in Greece. Leading up to this, we had ample time to spend 

learning about the current event of what Syria is going through, why, and what the potential outcomes and solutions are.  

Students have also spent some time learning about the revolutions, issues such as why people revolt and what are the steps that usually lead to 

a revolt. Another question we discussed was should the Industrial Revolution really be listed as a revolution? Now we have moved into Rus-

sia, starting with revolutions and a coup of the Tsar, of course we looked at the long running conspiracy theory that the Tsar’s daughter Ana-

stasia escaped and made her way safely to America. Continuing to stay in the U.S.S.R., we looked at the heinous murder spree of Joseph Sta-

lin, what a tyrant. We will continue to study the Soviet Union and are currently moving into the Cold War era and the effects it had on the 

world. Just recently I told a story about growing up in the eighties and what the mindset was. I told this class to ask their parents about it. If 

they have not, I encourage you to discuss these “recent” events in our world’s history with them. They will soon be receiving a 30 word list of 

words associated with the Cold War, without a doubt, you know about some of these. Talk to them, see what they think, ask them about what 

they are learning, even if you have to do it via texting.  

 ENERGY!  Sometimes you just can’t find any, but this is the current topic of most of my classes.  Physical Science is studying how energy is conserved, con-

verted and transformed to other types of energy and Chemistry is experimenting with reactions that give off a great deal of thermal energy.   

Next week will be an exciting week for the high school.  A team of teachers including Jake Doth, Eli Porter, Dylan Hooper, Mariah Vraniak, and I have been 

working to combine our classes for a day to solve a challenge problem.  We’re breaking the kids into mixed aged groups to observe and take measure-

ments of a two story rollercoaster and then calculate the horizontal distance a marble will travel after being launched from the end of the coaster.  The 

groups will then be given time to do the math and apply their knowledge of energy and friction to predict and place a target where they think the marble 

will land.  Teams which hit their target or have the most accurate prediction will be declared the winners.  If you’d like to see it all happen, be in the com-

mons during 3rd or 4th hour on Thursday, March 9. 

My Chemistry classes are studying stoichiometry which is a labor intensive problem solving strategy used to predict the amount of products a given reac-

tion will produce.  In doing so, however, we’ve been able to witness firsthand some of the most fun aspects of chemistry, watching things burn!   

So if you’re low on energy, ask one of my high school students to find you some…I’m confident they’ll know where to look. 

M R S .  H OR NU N G — H S  S C I E N C E  / M S  M AT H  



M S .  W I D MAN — A R T/ D I GI TA L  P H O T OG R A PH Y/ P E  

Art News  

Art classes at Nikiski are ready for Spring with watercolors being painted of palm trees and summer scenes. Sculpture class is creating candle holders 

and creative mugs to keep them warm until Spring comes ( -8 was a little disappointing this morning!). Digital Photography is doing phenomenal. They 

are finishing a light painting unit and are eager to learn more Photoshop techniques. They will soon be working on double exposures. 

Biology  

Spring is here and the students in Biology have completed their Caring for the Kenai project! The students have award winning ideas for sure, and now we wait to see if 

they make it into the finals. Please go to the Caring for the Kenai website for updates. Finalists will be selected and notified over Spring Break.  

After a longer winter than has been the case the last three years, it seems longer and darker than it truly has been. Maintaining focus and keeping an eye on the goal is 

particularly challenging for people this time of year. We used to call this long dark time and subsequent mental gloominess “cabin fever” when I was growing up here, and 

spring became a most welcome season. Since the days are getting measurably and perceptively longer, I recommend everyone getting outside and walking or recreating 

for at least 20 minutes for mental health purposes. Research clearly supports the benefits of a few minutes outside every day. Doing a few little activities will increase and 

maintain focus in our other activities. 

We will be going outside this spring as the weather allows and students will need to be prepared with proper attire. I will discuss this when the time comes. Over the last 

30 years of teaching, I’ve noticed a trend with students not being inclined to spend their time outdoors and so aren’t as knowledgeable about what is advisable outdoor 

clothing and gear. Students will be thoroughly trained before we go out and about … 

It has been a wonderful year so far and I am enthused to finish strong. The students have been a remarkable group of kids and I suspect the class of 2020 will set many 

benchmarks for our school. 

Regards 

Phil Morin 

MR. MORIN—BIOLOGY 

Photo of the week winners: 

Kaycee Bostic: Theme, Negative 

Michael Weathers: Theme, Some-

thing Blue 

 There is a lot happening at Nikiski Middle High School in Physical Education for grades 6 to 8.  Earlier this month students ex-

plored field events the triple jump and shot put.  As the snow melts off our track we will be looking to get out there for events on the 

track.    We are just getting ready for a unit of a badminton/pickle ball.  As always students are continuing to test themselves weekly with a 

mile run and participate in strength training.        

Adam Anders  

Teacher 

Nikiski Middle/High School 

Physical Education Grades 6 to 8        

M R .  A N DR ES — M S  PH Y S I C AL  E D U CAT I O N  



MR. BROWN—STUDY SKILLS/TEAM TEACHER 

 Study skills are life skills! 
We have had a great 3rd quarter!   My 1st and 7th hour study skills classes have made some great progress this year.  One of my main goals is to 

not only teach good study skills, but to exemplify how those skills could help them in life.   

  Each Tuesday, my class sends home a postcard addressed to their parents.  On the card, they have outlined their current grade and percentages.  

This gives parents a quick snapshot of how their child is doing in their classes.  Many of my students don’t have home computers, thus, rendering Pow-

erSchool ineffective for many working parents.  I was surprised to have the students so committed to consistently sending the cards home.  On several 

occasions, when I would walk in my classroom, the kids would already be at their computer, accessing PowerSchool and completing their post cards.  

Again, we set up a solid routine, the kids bought in, and now it is an automatic response! 

 The same can be said in life.  Once you establish a positive routine (exercising, paying bills on the same day, eating healthy foods…), it becomes a 

positive life skill.  The kids in study skills classes have established a great study skills routine.  I only hope that some of those skills translate themselves into 

their lives.    

 

Dave Brown 

Nikiski HS Teacher 

Mr. Bjorkman’s Class 

In 7th grade Ancient Civilizations we have been studying Ancient Greece and the foundational ideas that have spawned the philosophy of a democratic form 

of government. Before our Greece unit began we completed our studies of Ancient China. Through studying China students, learned about the multiple 

connections between cycles of government power among dynasties and ancient groups as well as how they are similar to more recent historical political 

shifts. 

In 10th grade World History we have been discussing European conflicts of the 19th century. Through these discussions we have been learning about the 

classical liberal philosophy that has informed our current republican democracy. Our Study of the Revolutions of 1848 has been especially informative and 

interestingly similar to ideologies of the recent century. 

In Alaska History students have been learning about the history and culture of the Alaskan Native populations before Russian contact. We have also been 

following the course of action that the Alaska Legislature is taking in regards to the state’s current fiscal crisis. Accompanying that, Senator Micciche is part-

nering with the 11-12 grade teachers to sponsor an essay contest about Alaskan Government. The best essay writer will win a trip to Juneau with the Sena-

tor to see our state government first hand! Please contact me if you have questions about this opportunity. 

MR. BJORKMAN—HISTORY 

Images from the recent Skills USA 

competition where our students per-

formed exceptionally well.  

MR. KORNSTAD—WELDING 



M R .  ER N S T — S T U D Y  S K I L L S / ALT  ED  

Study Skills: 

My Study Skills class students are working hard every class to keep their grades up and find academic success in school.    Families 

can keep up to date on the progress of the classes of their children by using PowerSchool or Canvas on their home computers. 

Alternative Algebra: 

Dylan Hooper and I teach this standards based math course out in the Blue Portable.    The freshman that we have this year are 

doing a fantastic job producing evidence of their mastery of the state standards in mathematics, and it looks like they will all be able 

to successfully transition back to the regular curriculum for their sophomore year at the same level or above that of their regular 

education peers! 

Alternative LA 9ßàAlternative Life Science 

This is a great hybrid freshman class that combines the skills of writing and close reading that are the subject of language arts with 

the scientific information and investigative skills of life science.   We are working on developing vocabulary knowledge to enhance 

close reading while learning how to write in a variety of forms and for many purposes..    Currently we are working on the 

persuasive writing form and answering life science worksheets using complete, grammatically correct sentences.   Our current 

topics in life science are mitosis, meiosis and how dominant and recessive genes show up in organisms.   

MS. DILLON—BAND / CHOIR 

M S .  VR A NI AK — A LGE B RA / C O M P U T ER  C O D I N G  

This quarter in Computer Programming students are learning how to program and design websites using HTML and CSS styling. So 

far they have learned how to change font styles, spacing, color as well as how to embed links and images into a website. They have 

been working hard to learn all of the programming syntax and soon will be able to build a website of their own!  

This year I am the National Honor Society advisor. So far this year they have tackled a number of important projects including: 
serving at the Nikiski Senior Center Fundraiser, planning a change drive to raise money for The Nikiski Children’s Fund, 

volunteering at the local coat drive, and putting on the Winter Formal. Lately they have been maintaining a paper recycling system 
that they put into place at the school, and they are currently planning and organizing a blood drive for the community. The Blood 

Drive will be at Nikiski Middle High School on April 6th from 8am-2pm. Email Jamie Yerkes (Jamie.yerkes@g.kpbsd.org)  or Melanie 
Sexton (Melanie.sexton@g.kpbsd.org) to make an appointment.  

Hello Music Lovers! 

                The second semester so far has been wonderful! High school Choir did an excellent job at Borough Mass Choir I have never been 

more proud of our students! They performed well and were so incredibly kind, on task, and enthusiastic! Coming up after spring break please 

join us for our Spring Concert March 30th at 7 PM in the NMHS auditorium. Students will be singing and playing songs from around the world. 

High school Mass Band is coming up on March 28th at 6PM at Soldotna High School. Middle school Mass Choir is on April 18th at 6PM at 

Skyview Middle School and Middle School Mass Band is taking place at Homer High School on May 2nd also at 6PM. 

It has been a great school year and I’m so excited to be joining the students and staff at Nikiski Middle High School again next year! 

These students have risen far above my expectations and I am amazed by the dedication and artistry of these lovely students! Can’t wait to see 

you at our upcoming concerts!  

Have a wonderfully musical day! 

                                Kristen Dillon 

mailto:Jamie.yerkes@g.kpbsd.org
mailto:Melanie.sexton@g.kpbsd.org


C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R — M S .  G A U N T,  M R S .  C A R S T E N S   

Happy (Almost) Spring!  

The counseling department is in full swing as our students push to finish strong before Spring Break. Seniors are busy taking the necessary 

steps for life after high school. If your senior has yet to take some form of assessment required by their desired apprenticeship, community 

college, university or vocational/technical school…now is the time to get on it! Below are common tests that might pertain to your senior:   

TABE: Don’t forget! Kenai Job Center offers the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education) for FREE!  

TABE is required by AVTEC.   

Call (907) 335-3010 to make an appointment. 

ACCUPLACER: The ACCUPLACER will be offered HERE at NMHS on April 10th! Sign up in the Counseling Office! Please 

bring $18 on testing day—cash or check (made out to “Kenai Peninsula College”). 

Accuplacer is required by UAA campuses.  

If you can’t make April 10th…The Accuplacer is offered regularly at Kenai Peninsula College for $18. (Accuplacer is also needed 

to take Jumpstart classes.)  

Call KPC at (907) 262-0330 to make an appointment. 

ACT/SAT: See below for national testing dates.  

Either the ACT or SAT is often required by colleges. 

ACT: To register, go to:  http://www.act.org 

SAT: To register, go to:  https://www.collegeboard.org/ 

WORKKEYS: Kenai Job Center offers WorkKeys for FREE!  

WorkKeys is required by some apprenticeships.   

Call (907) 335-3010 to make an appointment. 

Lastly, don’t forget to take any practice tests available to you! Good luck! 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

March 8-9, 2017: APICC Youth Employability Skills presentations for Juniors/Seniors 

April 8, 2017:  ACT Test Day. LAST TESTING DATE before graduation! (Registration due March 3rd)  

April 10, 2017:  Accuplacer Testing offered here at NMHS! (Don’t forget your $18!) 

AVTEC Field Trip: Stay tuned! (TBD) 

May 6, 2017:  SAT Test Day. LAST TESTING DATE before graduation! (Registration due April 7th)  

May 18, 2017: Awards Night@7pm 

May 23, 2017: Graduation@7pm (Practice Walk at 8am that morning) 

MRS. JENNESS—LANGUAGE  ARTS 

In Mrs. Jenness and Mr. Smith’s Language Arts classes students are looking forward to the last quarter of the 

year.  Parents, please make sure your Seniors aren’t letting Senioritis rear its ugly head.  Encourage your student to get 

enough sleep, limit electronics use in the evening, eat well and stay caught up on class and homework.  

Parents, please also encourage your children to be kind.  Wrapping up a Point of View assignment in which we talked 

about the way one’s perspective affects the way a story is told, I spoke to my senior classes about empathy.  Please 

remind your students to try and walk a mile in the other guys' shoes.  

http://www.act.org
https://www.collegeboard.org/


 

ORDER ONLINE  AT jostensyearbooks.com 

Or pre-order at the school office. 

MR. JOHNSON—CAD CAM / WOODS 

YEARBOOKS ON SALE! 

$65—ORDER NOW! 

Yearbooks are still 

available on jos-

tens.com for 

$65.  Don’t miss out, 

there are a limited 

number of yearbooks 

available. 

Industrial Arts  

Industrial Arts is the opportunity to work with different forms of media; while, learning a skill that can be applied to future career choices.  Here is what we have been 

doing in our three industrial arts classes: 

CAD/CAM, we use the Shop Bot, Plasma/CAM, Versa/CAM (a vinyl printer), and a Checkmate laser we use to cut and engrave. On the laser we are 

currently working on cutting/engraving dog tags with our initials engraved on them made out of acrylic. Another thing we are engraving with the laser is a small tile with an 

image on the back. We make things that the school and community can use. We are making metal cutouts and signs with the Plasma/CAM and wooden signs and cut-

outs with the Shop Bot. With the Versa/CAM we print out bumper stickers, window art, and vinyl cutouts. This program has expanded significantly allowing students to 

demonstrate their individual creativity in wood, metal, and vinyl.                                                                                

Occupational Technology is our exploration of vocational arts for our younger students. Our middle school students will be working in the wood shop, 

building cheese boards and producing projects using tools like the chop saw, router table, band saw, etc.  Students learn to use tools, equipment safety, as well as leadership 

and collaborative roles while learning the step process for each project. 

 

Woodworking class will be styling projects through joinery, woodturning, and production.  These students demonstrate their creative talents and artistic 

flare while learning the detail and preciseness behind wood-working. The students are enjoying using the new wood lathes that we have added to the shop over the last 

seven years. The students use the lathes to form bowls, and turn wood into functional objects.  

These classes provide opportunities for students at Nikiski High School to learn and develop skills for the future. We look forward to demonstrating these skills in our 

community. 



Like us on Facebook! 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

 March 9 - March 11  -  Region III Basketball @ NIKISKI 

 March 10 - No school for Students.  Teacher Inservice 

 March 13 - March 17 - Spring Break 

 April 5  -  Early Release Day 

 April 8 -  PROM 

 May 3 - Early Release Day 

 May 16  -  Senior Awards Night 

 May 23rd   -  Graduation 

 May 24th   -  Last  Day of School for Students 

 

PTSA 

 JOIN US FOR THE NEXT PTSA MEETING!   

 MEETINGS ARE HELD THE 2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 5:00 IN ROOM B103 

 FOR MORE INFO CALL: Samantha Moore  


